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considered that the Civil Registry costs the nation anpually more than 
the last-mentioned sum, and that the parishes* expend annually more 
than the interest of it in making parchment returns which are utterly 
useless, some indulgence may perhaps be accorded to a scheme which 
proposes, once for all, to rescue from oblivion the annals of three 
centuries. 



Statistical Account of the Police of the Metropolis. By Joseph 
Fletcher, Esq., Barrister-at-Law, Honorary Secretary. 

[Read before the Statistical Society of London, 18th March, 1850.] 

Ancient Police of the City, a Model for the rest of the Metropolis and for 
the whole Country. 

The original executive police of the city of London, deriving- its origin 
from the earliest periods of our history, is yet in existence. This con- 
sists of the alderman, deputy (alderman), common councilmen, ward 
clerk, ward beadle, inquestmen, and constablest of the several wards, 
appointed by the freemen householders therein resident, who were 
formerly themselves, in rotation, the night watchmen. While all the 
duties of police continued to be performed by the inhabitants them- 
selves, this common-law organization of the wards had for its main 
purpose that internal government of each for which it was originally 
designed. The wardmote or folkmote of the ward still appoints 
annually a leet jury of inquestmen for the whole year, who are a sort 
of council of police, to present all public nuisances and injuries to the 
city magistrates. Formerly, the constable of each precinct, similarly 
appointed, had to keep the alderman of the ward advertised of the 
presence of all new comers, so that his list of inhabitants and 
sojourners might always be perfect; and it was the duty of the 
alderman, with the assistance of that officer, to take order that none 
above twelve years of age should there abide without being put under 
frank pledge, and sworn to be faithful and loyal to the king's majesty, 
in such sort as by the law and custom of the City he ought to be; he 
was also to see that if any alien born, though naturalized, were called 
upon the watch, he should not serve, but be compelled to find an 
Englishman to be his substitute. The alderman was likewise to make 
provision in his ward of a pair of stocks and a whipping-post, and of 
fire-buckets, ladders, &c. ; to see that the streets were kept clean; 
that hucksters of ale and beer kept orderly houses, and closed them at 
ten o'clock at night' in summer, and nine in winter; to order that lan- 
terns with lights should be hung out by night, as in old manner accus- 
tomed, and that no man should go by night without light, or with 
vizard ; to search out and punish all vagrants ; and to return lists of 

* The iron chests before-mentioned could not, in 1812, have cost less than 
50,000/., a sum which would have gone some way towards carrying out this scheme. 

f By the City Police Act the latter office is placed in abeyance, and virtually it is 
extinguished, except in so far as it may be regarded as continued in the private 
subscription watchmen recently appointed by the inhabitants of the several wards. 
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persons in his ward qualified by substance to serve on grand and on 
petty juries respectively*. 

But with the progress of wealth and industry came a change of 
manners, and a subdivision of labour. By the close of the seventeenth 
century it was found very difficult to enforce " the ancient good 
and laudable custom of the city of London, whereby all persons which 
do dwell, occupy, or inhabit in any house within the same city or 
the liberties thereof, as well such as are not free, as other the free- 
men, being persons able and fit to watch, or to find an able and fit 
person to watch for him, her, or them, ought, by reason of their habi- 
tation, occupation, and dwelling, to keep watch within the ward 
wherein he, she, or they do occupy and inhabit, for the preservation of 
the king's peace, and the arresting and apprehending of all night- 
walkers, malefactors, and suspected persons, which shall be found 
passing, wandering, and misbehaving themselves ;" the common coun- 
cil, on this system, declaring the number who ought to watch in each 
ward every night, under the direction of the constables of each, who 
were such for the whole city and liberties, as well as for their several 
wardst. 

By the act of common council of 1693, reciting this custom, it is 
provided, that the alderman, deputy, and common councilmen of every 
ward, shall call out the inhabitants of each part of the ward in rota- 
tion, to the full number therein specified, on successive nights; and 
likewise appoint a certain place Within their ward " where the con- 
stable and all the watchmen shall every night first meet for that night, 
and agree to what places they shall afterwards go to Watch in the said 
ward, in such manner and order that the constables and watches of 
every ward may maintain a correspondence and intelligence with each 
other, and be ready, upon some sound or sign, to come, in an instant, 
if there be need, upon any disorder or other occasion, to the help and 
assistance of one another^;" all which was enforced by strict regula- 
tions and heavy penalties, recoverable in the Lord Mayor's Court, for 
the benefit of the poor, by the agency of supervisors of the watch, two 
in number, also appointed by the aldermen, deputy, and common 
councilmen of each ward, for the behoof of that ward. 

It was presently, however, found necessary to abandon all hope of 
getting the inhabitants themselves any longer to do watch and ward ; 
and the statute of the 10th Geo. II., c. 22, was obtained, which, 
after reciting that, by the laws then in being, no effectual provision 
is made for such a nightly watch, or for defraying the charges thereof, 
empowers the mayor, aldermen, and commons of the City, in common 
council assembled, between the 1st October and 20th November in 
every year, to order and appoint what number of watchmen and 
beadles they shall judge necessary and proper to be kept within each 
of the several wards of the said city ana the liberties thereof, in the 
year commencing from the 25th December following the order, and to 
direct how they shall be armed, how long they are to watch, what 
wages and allowances shall be given to them, and what number of 

* Precept annually issued to the alderman of every ward by the mayor, to hold 
his wardmote for election of common councilmen and other officers. — Bohun, p. 383. 
f Act of Common Council, Anno 1693. — Bohun, p. 138. 
t Ibid., p. 143. 
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constables shall attend every night in each ward. The constables 
were to keep watch and ward within their respective wards, one or 
more together, as should be directed by the Court of Common Council, 
from ten in the evening to five in the morning during six months, 
from 10th March to 10th September, and during the remainder of the 
year, from nine to seven, which are the hours anciently accustomed ; 
and in their several turns they were to use their best endeavours to 
prevent felonies, outrages, and disorders ; to arrest all night-walkers, 
malefactors, and suspected persons; and twice, or oftener, in every 
night, to go about their ward and take notice whether the watchmen 
perform their duties, and to inform the alderman, or deputy of the 
ward, of any misbehaviour among them. 

The same statute empowered the Common Council to assess each 
ward in the necessary sum; and, for the purpose of raising the assess- 
ment, the* alderman, deputy, and common councilmen of each ward, 
separately, are to be directed to make an equal rate on every person 
inhabiting, holding, occupying, or enjoying any land, house, shop, 
warehouse, or other tenement within the ward (regard being had in 
making the rate to the abilities of the several inhabitants and occu- 
piers, as well as to the rent paid by them), which rate is to be 
collected quarterly, on pain of distress or imprisonment for one month 
in the Compter, by warrant of the lord mayor or alderman of the 
ward, with an appeal to the Court of Mayor and Aldermen. Under 
this statute, an Act of Common Council, commonly termed, in the 
City, the Watch Act, was annually passed. 

The Watch Acts, under which the night police of the City con- 
tinued to be regulated until the passing of the recent Act instituting a 
police similar to that of the rest of the metropolis, divided the watch- 
men into three classes, viz., ordinary watchmen, patrolling watchmen, 
and superintending watchmen ; the pay of the former being 3d. ppr 
hour while on their beats, and that of the others various in the dif- 
ferent wards. The Watch Acts prescribed the amount of rate which 
the common councilmen of each ward were empowered to levy, but 
not prescribing the expenditure of the whole sum, which generally 
exceeded that required for the necessary expenses of the watch, the 
balances appear sometimes to. have been applied by the ward council 
to purposes not within the Watch Act, such as the expenses of ward- 
motes. The whole sum granted under the Watch Act for 1833 
appears to have exceeded 40,000?. ; while the average sum expended 
on the watch was, at the same period, under 35,000/. 

Thus, with funds at discretion, the nightly watch in each ward 
continued under the sole control of the ward authorities; and it is 
not surprising, therefore, that these little subordinate corporations 
strenuously opposed, individually and collectively, every measure 
which threatened to sweep away at once their little circle of power 
and patronage, and sometimes of profit. The efficiency of the watch 
in each ward, however, depended mainly on the degree of active super- 
intendence exercised by each alderman or deputy; and there was little 
or no communication between one ward and another, as the watchmen 
were not authorized, except in a few particular cases, to pass the 
boundary of their own ward. And this want of combination was 
perpetuated almost to the last of the system, by dissentions on the 
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subject of the watch, between the Court of Aldermen, who claimed 
the entire superintendence of it, as belonging to their ancient magis- 
terial office, as undoubtedly it did, so long as it was unpaid, and 
the Court of Common Council, which was not content to vote the 
raising of funds to be placed directly or indirectly under the sole 
management of the aldermen. 

The commanders of the watch, under the general direction of the 
ward beadles, were the ward constables, some one of whom was at the 
watch-house all night. In most of the wards, too, a patrol was 
established, varying in number, whose duty it was to patrol the ward 
from four or five in the afternoon until the watch was set, and, in 
some of the wards, to continue their rounds throughout the night, as a 
check upon the watch. All the watchmen were appointed by the 
alderman and common councilmen of each ward, as also, in some of 
the wards, was a watch-house keeper. Besides the regular watch- 
men, there were, in some of the wards, an extra number, who attended 
every night to supply the place of any regular watchman who might 
be ill or unable to attend ; these men, if employed, received the regu- 
lar pay; if not wanted, they were paid 3d., and dismissed. Almost 
every ward had a street-keeper, who perambulated the ward from 
eight in the morning until the patrol came on in the afternoon, to 
remove nuisances from the streets, and prevent impediments by carts 
and coaches. 

From and after 1830, when the necessity of improvement was 
forcibly felt, in competition with the New Metropolitan Police, a 
Nightly "Watch Committee of the Common Council was appointed to 
superintend the ward police generally, and it appointed two inspectors 
of the watch. But even these few steps towards a better system had 
their opponents among the citizens. The inhabitants living in the 
several wards (and not, therefore, the highest classes of those pos- 
sessing property there) had formed their habits to the old system; 
they liked to hear the hour called at night ; to have around them a 
numerous watch (about 1,100 in all), employed and paid by themselves 
and neighbours; they liked to feel that they were themselves the 
masters of the men upon whom they must depend in cases of fire, and 
whom they could personally call to examination in case of depredation ; 
they would not even have their watchmen swom in as constables, be- 
cause they would then have been under the authority of the aldermen, 
as magistrates ; and they thought the old and married men quite as 
likely to stay on their beats during the night as the young. 

The annexed statement describes the charge of the nightly watch 
on each ward, and on the whole city, in 1833. The proportion of this 
expenditure which was made without any legal sanction by the ward 
councilmen, may be gathered from an estimate attached to a report 
of the preceding year, made by a police committee of the Common 
Council, in which is entered, besides the pay of a proposed police, 
in supersedence of the watch, aud the expenses of six station-houses, 
salaries to 32 beadles, of 80/. per annum each, 2,560/.; salaries to 31 
ward clerks, of 20/. per annum each, 620/.; and expenses of 31 wards, 
at 40/. per annum each, 1,240/.; making a total of 4,420/. 
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A Statement of the Sums authorized to be raised for the Nightly Watch in the 
several Wards of the City of London in the Year 1833, and the Amounts 
actually Raised and Expended in that Year.— {Report of the Revenue 
Committee of the Common Council, in 1826, Appendix No. 26.) 



Wards. 


Sums authorized 
to be raised. 


Amounts raised. 


Expenditure. 




£ 

600 
1,200 
1,500 

650 
1,200 
1,100 
2,100 
1,050 

900 
1,600 

800 
1,600 
1,600 
2,400 
1,000 
1,000 
1,600 
1,534 

900 

2,200 

6,749 

1,350 
650 
1,500 
850 
2,200 
1,000 
1,243 


s. 






















10 







17 


rf. 































6 


£ s. 

512 12 

788 10 
1,402 4 

621 16 
1,172 7 
1,042 14 
1,150 1 

917 1 

821 17 
1,860 

694 19 
1,518 19 
1,178 18 
1,838 5 

867 3 

902 3 
1,063 14 
1,116 16 

787 13 

1,989 15 

1 1,275 16 

J 1,355 16 

\ 598 2 

11,279 4 

1,083 17 

620 

1,420 

558 7 

1,320 

842 10 

1,079 16 


d. 

10 
5 
1 

7 

7 

10 
8 


11 
4 
2 

10 
6 
1 


10 
8 

3 

1 


9 
10 


4 

8 



£ *. d. 

462 12 3* 


„ Without 


845 18 11 




1,497 10 8i 




599 11 2 




1,175 5 8 




978 11 




1,245 10 3 




870 11 6 




888 2 4$ 




2,189 1 2 




820 2 1 




1,519 15 2 




1,330 12 10 




1,822 9 3 




731 16 7 


Comhill 


859 3 11 




1,058 16 5 




1,371 2 5 




787 13 8 


Farringdon Within, including) 

Farringdon Without — 

„ St. Andrew's, Holborm 

„ St. Dunstan's West.... j 


1,986 5 3 

1,029 18 2 
1,589 5 6 
608 12 5 
1,284 6 2 
1,292 7 10 




620 




1,422 13 2 




628 2 3 




1,392 14 




867 12 




838 13 8 








42,077 


7 


6 


33,681 6 


3 


34,619 17 H 



[ExtractedfromtheseveralWardReturns. Guildhall— B. W. Scott. J. F.Fibth.] 

In addition to the above expenditure there is paid out of the funds of the Cor. 
poration for the salaries and expenses of the two Inspectors of the nightly watch per 
annum 219J. 18*. There was, in 1833, also a patrol and extra constable for South- 
wark, receiving a salary of 65J. 



The old constitutional officers of central police in the City, under 
the direction of the mayor and aldermen collectively, and whose 
offices are perhaps almost as ancient as the organization of the wards, 
are the upper marshal, the under marshal, and the marshalmen, or mar- 
shal's men, under whom the increasing necessities of police obliged the 
city magistrates, at a comparatively recent date, to organise an additional 

vol. xm. pabt in. Q 
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force of 68 men, 32 of whom were employed during the day-time in the 
general duties of a street patrol; 12 were allotted to preserve order in 
Smithfield-market, and 12 were placed in the station-houses throughout 
the city, to receive charges. These 56 men constituted the whole of 
the day force; the remaining 12 were assigned as a night patrol, 
hut without any organized Go-operation with the ward watchmen. 
Offenders taken in the day-time were carried immediately before the 
lord mayor at the Mansion House, or the sitting alderman at Guild- 
hall, or, if these magistrates were not sitting, were brought into the 
Compter, where also all night offenders were lodged until they could he 
taken before the magistrate the next morning. This force was felt to 
be insufficient, and was remodelled in April, 1832, as nearly as possible 
on the plan of the then recently instituted Metropolitan Police, under a 
superintendent, sergeants, and inspectors; their total number, too, was 
increased to 99, though their duties were confined to the day-time. 
Besides these men, there were 4 who are specially termed police- 
officers, and 6 station-men, besides 3 men stationed at the Mansion 
House and Guildhall. The under marshal was at the head of the 
whole force. A clerk and surgeon too were attached to it. This 
establishment was for the north side of the Thames alone. In South- 
wark, which, not having any ward organization, derived no advantage 
from the City's system of ward police, the Corporation provided no day 
police either, except a marshalman and a patrol. But this deficiency 
was supplied by the Metropolitan Police at its first institution, since 
which time nearly the whole of the City's criminal jurisdiction in 
Southwark has been abandoned. 

The functions of the upper marshal are chiefly ceremonial in con- 
nexion with the mayoralty. Among his duties are, however, to receive 
the returns of all constables elected on St. Thomas's Day for the service 
of the ensuing year, and, when substitutes are named, to approve 
them, or report those that are objectionable to the lord mayor and 
aldermen on Plough Monday. The functions of the under marshal, 
appointed, like his superior, by the Common Council during pleasure, 
correspond with those of the upper marshal. He attends all public 
processions, and superintended the central day police of the City, until 
the establishment of the new force, inspecting the men morning and 
evening, at Guildhall, and seeing that the whole force performed its 
duty. The marshalmen, properly six in number, appointed by the 
Common Council, have been gradually reduced in number by ceasing 
to fill up vacancies, in accordance with the recent reorganization of the 
police. Their duties are, to attend the lord mayor daily at the Mansion 
House, to attend all sessions at the Old Bailey, Guildhall, and the 
Town Hall in the Borough, all Courts of Aldermen and Common 
Council, Courts of Conservancy, and all Common Halls; to be in at- 
tendance at Bartholomew Fair; to attend the lord mayor at wardmote 
elections, and all processions; to serve summonses and warrants, and to 
attend executions; to fill up and serve all precepts for ward constables, 
and to be at all times under the direction of the lord mayor, aldermen, 
and city marshals. They formerly perambulated the City, acting in 
the preservation of order in the streets. 

A marshalman for Southwark, appointed by the Common Council, 
has no longer a second in the same office, as formerly. He was the 
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chief officer of the justice-room in Southwark while the city magis- 
trates sat there, as also of the quarter sessions; holding, in fact, the 
character of a high constable under the bailiff of Southwark. He 
attends the high bailiff of Southwark, or his deputy, upon all public 
occasions, such as town-hall meetings convened by requisition to the 
high bailiff; and he regulates the constabulary force attending the 
same. He attends the lord mayor, sheriffs, recorder, and other prin- 
cipal city officers, at the several Courts of Conservancy for the county 
of Surrey, held at the town hall; as also all proclamations, and is 
with the high bailiff at all proclamations for the election of burgesses 
for the town and borough of Southwark; superintending the con- 
stabulary force employed on such occasious. 

The following are statements of the expense of the day police, as it 
existed in 1833, and of the ancient establishment of central police as it 
still subsists, (notwithstanding the institution of a new force,) somewhat 
in the same character of a detective police, similar to that which 
formerly existed at Bow Street. 



A Statement of the Expense or Bate of Pay of the Establishment of the Day 
Police, under the Direction of the Court of Aldermen,far the Year 1833, 
except such part as is charged under the head of Magistracy of the City of 
London. — (From the Report of the Revenue Committee of the Common 
Council, in 1836, Appendix No, 2.) 



1 Superintendent 

2 Inspectors, each 

1 Inspector ..... 

1 Serjeant, including 2*. per week 

Smithfield duty i 

2 Ditto ditto each 

7 Ditto ditto each 

3 Men, including 2*. per week Smith-' 

field duty '. 

4 Ditto ditto each 

1 Man 

5 Men, each 

72 Ditto 

1 Clerk 

4 Station-men, each 

2 Ditto „ 

Pensions from 8*. to 1 2s. per week each 
Surgeon, per annum , 



Carried forward 



Pay. 
per Week. 



£ s. a. 

2 5 6 

1 10 

I 10 

14 6 



1 1 



1 1 
19 
19 

19 

1 11 
15 
15 
3 15 



Boot 

Money, 

per 

Ann um 



s. d. 

18 

18 

18 

18 

18 

18 

18 

18 

18 



18 
18 
18 



For Extra 

Duties 

and 

Allowance. 



£ s. d. 

9 2 ' 

5 4 

9 2 

9 2 

5 4 

9 2 

5 4" 



Total. 



£ 1. i, 

117 18 

176 

78 18 

69 16 

137 

415 16 

193 16 
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55 10 O 

297 

3,621 12 

82 16 
156 

88 8 
195 

50 



5,957 10 



«2 
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Brought forward 

For sundry extra duties and incidental expenses 
For medicines 



3 



Deduct amount stopped from men's pay during illness 1 
and applied in discharge of part of the above charge > 
for medicine J 

Clothing. 
For Superintendent — for hat, 15s. ; two pairs of trow 
sers, SI. 16s.; uniform coat, 41. 4s.; and average of 

great coat, one in two years, per annum 

For three Inspectors — hat, 15s. ; two pairs of trowsers, 
21. Os. 6rf. ; uniform coat, 3/. 3s. ; and average of 

great coat, 11. each, making per annum 

For ninety-five Policemen — hat-cover and stock 2s. 6%d. ; 

cape, average of two years, 3s. Zd. ; hat, 15s. ; two 

pairs of trowsers, 11. 4s. 6d. ; uniform coat, 11. 6s. 6d.; 

and great coat, average 13s. 10§d. each, per annum.... 

James R. Whithair, 

Superintendent of Police. 



For Extra 
Duties and 
Allowance. 



166 16 
89 15 



256 11 3 
67 18 



10 14 6 



20 15 6 



406 18 4 



Total. 



£ s. d. 
5,957 10 



188 13 3 



438 8 4 



6,584 11 7 



Emoluments of the Ancient Officers of Central Police in the dtp, still retained; 
derived from the Report of the Revenue Committee of the Common Council, 
in 1836. 



Officers. 


Emoluments. 


From the 
City's Cash. 


From other 
Sources. 


Total. 


Under Marshal (74). 
Thomas Theobalds 


Salary, per Order Common Council 


£ s. d. 
450 


£ s. d. 
5 11 


£ s. d. 




Average expense of clothing, &c, 


455 11 

89 12 




89 12 


.. 


Marshaimen (161-3). 


Salary, per Order Common Council 
Fees on Summonses and Warrants 




130 
8 


40 
12 






Salary, per Order Common Council 
Fees on Summonses and Warrants 

Salary, per Order Common Council 






138 


52 


190 




130 
8 


40 




138 


40 


178 




130 


12 
40 




Fees on Summonses and Warrants 
Salary, per Order Common Council 




Marshalman for 
Soothwark (164). 


130 


52 


182 


84 


28 11 




The Marshaimen are allowed an 
uniform suit— a hat and boots 
yearly, and great coat once in 
three years — average expense, per 

Total 


112 11 
53 18 




53 18 






1,083 10 


178 2 


1,261 12 
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Former Police of the Metropolis without the City. 

Whatever the defects of the old police of the City, the total 
charge of which, in 1833, is thus seen to have been no less than 
42,750/. 19s. 4.\d., besides the payments of the ward constables for 
substitutes, or in the form of actual service, which must have been 
several thousand pounds per annum*, there can be no doubt that it 
was always superior to the police of the surrounding suburban 
parishes, until the institution of the new force. And after Commit- 
tees of the House of Commons in 1792 and 1793 had successively 
pointed out some of the most glaring defects in the latter, a third, in 
1812, on the nightly watch of Westminster, reports, that its members 
" had not failed to observe that the city of London, from the nature of 
its magistracy, the description of its various public officers, the grada- 
tion and subordination of the various classes, the division and sub- 
division of its local limits, affords an example of that unity, and of that 
dependence of parts on each other, without which no well-constructed 
and efficient system of police can ever be expected. If such a system 
could be successfully imitated in Westminster and its liberties, and 
within the other adjacent parishes which have hitherto formed an un- 
connected mass of scattered and uncontrolled local authorities, con- 
siderable benefit might be expected to ensue." 

After observing that the statute of the 14th Geo. III., c. 90, 
regulated the watch of certain parishes, the Committee proceeded to 
state that "other parishes or hamlets are governed by particular Acts of 
Parliament, authorizing the raising of rates for watching and lighting, 
and vesting in certain commissioners or vestries powers for carrying these 
purposes into effect; but in many cases the execution of the law is ex- 
tremely defective and, in some cases, the power of raising money is 
inadequate; in others, the full amount is not levied; the mode of 
watching is generally bad, and the men employed, both in number and 
ability, wholly insufficient for the purpose. In other parishes there is 
no legislative provision for the purpose, and, upon the whole, no 
uniform system prevails; and neither the magistracy or the Govern- 
ment have, at present, any connexion whatever with the state of the 
watch, and no control or superintendence over itt." 

The statute of the 14th Geo. III., c. 90, above alluded to, regulated 
the nightly watch throughout the parishes of the city and liberties of 
Westminster and in other parishes, describing, with great detail, the 
duties, numbers, and wages of the persons to be employed as watchmen 
in each parish by the authorities of each therein named. But in the 
metropolitan parishes without the city and its liberties, the watch was 
chiefly under local Acts, varying in their provisions according to the 
exigencies of the several districts. The same kind of establishment 
appears, however, to have prevailed in all the parishes out of the city. 
In each there were generally a beadle, constables, and head-boroughs, 
street-keepers, and watchmen, as in the several wards of the city. The 

feneral duty of the beadle was to set the watch, to attend the watch- 
ouse on certain nights in the weefe, to remove nuisances, to take lip 
vagrants, to attend the parish officers, and to perform the parish 

* See Evidence of Alderman Venables before the Commons' Police Committee of 
1837. 

t Report on the Police of the Metropolis, 1828, pp. 23, 24. 
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duties. In some parishes there was only one beadle, in others several; 
and their salaries were likewise uncertain. Their appointment rested 
sometimes with the inhabitants in vestry, and sometimes with the 
trustees under local Acts, especially the 14th Geo. III., c. 90. The 
constables and head-boroughs were appointed by the inhabitants in 
vestries or at court leets ; they received no salary, and their duties were 
to assist the beadle in all parish matters, and to take their turn in 
attending the watch-house during the night. The business of the street- 
keeper, similarly appointed, was to patrol the streets during the day, for 
the purpose of removing nuisances. The duties of the watchmen, of 
course, did not differ from those of the same class in the city or elsewhere. 

"A great proportion of the petty constables in the metropolis," 
states the Report of the Commons' Committee in 1818, "serve by 
deputy. Their deputies, in many instances, are characters of the 
worst and lowest descriptions ; the fine they receive from the person 
who appoints them varies from 10s. to 5l.; the consequence is, having 
some expense and no salary, they live by extortion, by countenancing 
all species of vice, by an understanding with the keepers of brothels 
and disorderly alehouses, by attending in courts of justice and giving 
there false evidence to ensure conviction, when their expenses are paid, 
and by all the various means by which artful and designing men can 
entrap the weak and prey upon the unwary*." 

Such was the state, in the outlying parts of the metropolis, of the 
force answering to the ward police of the city and liberties. Of central 
control there was none, except by a general statute of 1821, requiring 
that the watchmen should not be more than 40 years of age, and 
giving a power to the police magistrates to displace or suspend them 
for misconduct. There was, however, a rude and inefficient con- 
stabulary for the city of Westminster, provided by a statute of the 
27th Elizabeth, confirmed by the 29th Geo. II., c. 25. A court leet, 
summoned annually by the high bailiff, an officer appointed by the 
dean, under a precept from the dean or high steward, returned the 
names of 160 tradespeople of Westminster to the Court of Burgesses, 
who, out of this number chose 80 to act as constables; all persons 
carrying on trade being liable to have this office imposed upon them 
except victuallers. It was customary, however, for the greater number 
to serve by deputies approved by the Court of Burgesses, and to whom 
the fee was 51. or 6l. These constables were liable to be called out on 
all public occasions; they attended constantly at the House of Commons 
during the sitting of Parliament; they attended also during elections for 
the city of Westminster. After the establishment of the police offices 
they were no longer employed in the detection of offenders against the 
law. They received no salary from the dean and chapter of Westminster; 
but when employed on any public occasion, such as attending the King 
on the opening of Parliament, or attending at a drawing-room or levee, 
they received from the Board of Green Cloth a gratuity, sometimes at 
the rate of 5s., and sometimes at the rate of 2s. 6d. a-day. They also 
received an annual gratuity of 6l. 6s. from the Speaker of the House of 
Commons. 

Wholly unconnected with the local police of the metropolis, there 
was likewise attached to the several police offices, contemporaneously 
* Report on the Police of the Metropolis, 1828, p. 26. 
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with their general institution in 1792, a small number of officers 
forming a once celebrated detective police, recently suppressed, but 
■which it has been found necessary again to revive, in a modified 
form, under the present metropolitan commissioners of police; the time 
having departed when such officers could be the familiar companions of 
thieves at flash houses, whither, when it was in season, " they would 
go for their prey, as gentlemen to their preserves for game*." Con- 
nected with the office at Bow Street was also the horse patrol, 
mounted and dismounted, and the foot patrol; the former instituted in 
1 805, in consequence of the frequency of highway robberies, and em- 
ployed in perambulating all the great roads within twenty mires of the 
metropolis ; the dismounted patrol taking charge of the environs; and 
the foot, patrol, subsequent to 1822, when it was remodelled by Sir 
Robert, then Mr., Peel, perambulating the town itself, in a force of 
about 100, in sixteen different divisions. 

"The Corporation maintained no police force upon the Thames; 
the establishment known as the Thames Police having been constituted 
under the authority of several Acts of Parliament: 54 Geo. III., 
c. 187; 1 Geo. IV., c. 66; 1 & 2 Geo. IV., c. 118; 3 Geo. IV, c. 55; 
10 Geo. IV., c. 45; 3 & 4 Will. IV., c. 19. By the first of these 
statutes a police office and sitting magistrate were provided at Wap- 
ping, with power to appoint constables and police surveyors to act 
upon the river and on the quays and passages adjoining; the whole 
expense beyond the amount of fees and penalties levied under the Act 
was charged, to the amount not exceeding 8,60O£, on the Consolidated 
Fund. The statute 1 Geo. IV., c. 66, was merely for continuing- the 
former Act, but, by 1 & 2 Geo. IV., c. 118, the provisions of the 
Thames Police Act- were incorporated with those of other police offices 
in or near the metropolis, and the constables were to be appointed by 
any two of the justices to act for all the offices. This last-named Act, 
which was passed for only one year, was amended and continued for 
seven years in the next session by 3 Geo. IV., c. 55. It was again by 
continued by 10 Geo. IV., c. 45, until the end of the next session of 
Parliament following, 5th July, 1832; and similar provisions were 
enacted for three years by 3 & 4 Will. IV., c. 19. 

" No powers of any kind were given to the Corporation by these 
Acts; but they contain a saving clause of the city's rights and privi- 
leges with respect to the conservancy of the river, and are declared not 
to prevent the lord mayor, aldermen, and recorder from acting as 
justices of peace on the river, or taking cognizance of offences com- 
mitted on it. 

" The Thames police establishment consisted of 60 watermen con- 
stables and 21 surveyors; each of the latter having a boat and three of 
the former to man it. He boarded vessels newly arrived, overhauled 
the berths and bed-places of the people, to ascertain whether th«y had 
taken any part of the cargo, or had contraband goods, or whether 
there were king's stores improperly on board, or an undue quantity of 
gunpowder, or any part of a cargo kept back or concealed. He 
likewise assisted the customs and the excise when on duty on shore, 
and, on some occasions, has seized illegal stills t." 
* Police Report of 1817, p. 17. 
f Report of 1834, pp. 13, 14. 
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Institution of the New Police, without the City, by Sir Robert Peel. 

These latter establishments, however, were merely successive addi- 
tions which had been made to the offices of the stipendiary magistrates 
of police, which were the first hold obtained by the central government 
of the country upon the local government of the metropolis. With all 
their defects they were productive of so much good, that the transfer- 
ence of a complete power over them to the Secretary of State could be 
a subject of no distrust. They naturally became the nucleus of the 
first endeavours to form a general police. And the benefits of a mere 
Bow Street patrol had at length become sufficiently well known to 
justify the Commons' Committee of 1828 in going far beyond the 
previous Committees of 1772, 1793, 1812, 1816-18, and 1822, in the 
way of innovation, and recommending for the whole of the metropolis 
without the city and liberties a centralized plan of police under the 
Home Office, in complete supersedence of the old parochial system. 

" In some parishes," states its Report, " through the meritorious 
exertions of individual residents, the system of watching is well con- 
ducted. Due attention is paid to the selection of persons properly 
qualified in point of age and strength to act as watchmen; and & 
proper control appears to be exercised over the performance of their 
duties. If," however, " each parish had full power by law to establish 
an efficient watch, and if each parish had exercised that power with 
the greatest judgment and discretion, still there would be no unity of 
system and no security for mutual concert and co-operation. _ But at 
present, while in some few parishes the watch is well regulated, in others 
it is very imperfectly constituted; and in many there appears to be no 
regular establishment of watch whatever. The exertions of the 
parishes which are well regulated are often defeated, in a material 
degree, by the indifference and neglect of their neighbours. The 
regulations as to the wages of watchmen, as to the hours of their 
attendance, as to the personal qualifications requisite, depend upon no 
fixed rule, but vary at the discretion of the local authorities. In some 
parishes a preference is given to persons who, if not employed as 
watchmen, would be chargeable on the poor rates; in many, from con- 
siderations of charity, ana the natural unwillingness to dismiss an old 
servant on account of infirmity, watchmen are continued who are 
manifestly disabled by age or infirmity for the proper discharge of 
their duties." 

Indeed, " the system, as a whole, is defective ; and, in the opinion 
of your Committee, the time is now come when determined efforts 
ought to be made to effect a decisive change in it. Your Committee 
are well aware that in effecting this change there may be serious diffi- 
culties to encounter : the difficulties of changing ancient usages, of 
simplifying a complicated system, of arranging troublesome detail, of 
transferring to one department a sort of patronage and power which 
is now exercised by many. But these difficulties must be encountered, 
if it be intended to institute an efficient system of police in this great 
metropolis, for the adequate protection of property, and for the pre- 
vention and detection of crime*." 

* Report of Commons' Committee of 1828 on the Police of the Metropolis, 
pp. 21, 22. 
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" Your Committee are not prepared," concludes the same Report, 
" to recommend any interference with the powers at present exercised 
by the municipal authorities of the city of London, over the police 
and watch establishments of the City; they have reason to believe 
that material improvements have been recently made, in the general 
management of their establishments ; and they are confident that no 
petty jealousies, as to the limits of exclusive jurisdiction, -will prevent 
a cordial concert and co-operation between the authorities of the city of 
London, and those which may be charged with the maintenance of the 
peace in an adjoining district. But tliey heg to suggest for considera- 
tion, whether it might not be beneficial to the public, that the city of London- 
should either relinquish their concurrent jurisdiction in the borough of 
Southwark, or assume the direction of the whole of the police*." 

Such were the municipal wants of the metropolis without the City, 
which justified Parliament in placing it under the direct superintendence 
of the executive officers of the State. Had the jurisdiction of "the civic 
magistrates been extended to the suburbs, as they arose, the police 
offices, under the Government, would never have been called into ex- 
istence. Had the parishes and places without the City, possessed any 
such combined system of paid watchmen, as that given to the wards a 
century ago by the 10th Geo. II., instead of being left in a state far 
worse than that of the wards at any earlier date, the present Metro- 
politan Police, under the Home Office, would never have been esta- 
blished. Nor, it must be confessed, is it probable that any instrument 
of police at all approaching it in efficiency, would have arisen out of 
an extension of the City's system to the rest of the metropolis, after 
reckoning for all the improvements which its augmented importance 
would have demanded. 

" It is obvious, that the Corporation of London was in no con- 
dition to take up the challenge to assume the management of the 
whole police, which was thus thrown down by the Committee. To 
be left unmolested was its best bargain. And opposition to so great 
an executive improvement, was hopeless on the part of the petty juris- 
dictions into which the metropolis was divided and subdivided, each 
independent of every other, each having sufficiently distinct interests 
to engender perpetual jealousies and animosities, and being sufficiently 
free from any general control to prevent any intercommunity of in- 
formation, or any unity of actiont." 

The plan of the Committee of 1828 was accordingly embodied by Sir 
Robert Peel in the Metropolitan Police Act of the 10th Geo. IV., c. 44, 
which superseded the Bow Street foot patrol, and the whole of the pa- 
rochial police and watch outside the City, by one force for both day and 
night duty, in the sole appointment, order, and superintendence of two 
Commissioners, (Colonel Rowan, and Richard Mayne, Esq.), and acting 
under the responsibility of the Secretary of State for the Home Depart- 
ment. On the recommendation of the Commons' Committee of 1 834, the 
transfer of the horse patrol to the Commissioners was effected in October, 
1836, under the 6th and 7th Wm., c. 50 ; and on the recommendation 
of the last Commons' Committee on the police of the metropolis, the 
river police was placed under the Commissioners, by the 2nd and 3rd 

* Report of Commons' Committee of 1828 on the Police of the Metropolis, p. 32. 
t Report of Commons' Committee on Police of the Metropolis, 1834, p. 5. 
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Vict., c 47, (183&), which also abolished the leet constables of West- 
minster, and superseded the police constables under the separate con- 
trol of the stipendiary magistrates at the several police offices, by 
constables placed in those offices by the Commissioners of Police, to 
execute such summonses and warrants as may be directed to them. 
The only police establishment in the metropolis exempt from the 
authority of the Commissioners is now, therefore, the police of the 
city of London. 

Institution of the New Police within the City, under a Separate and 
Independent Management. 

The Common Council, in the meantime was not unmindful of the 
necessity of making thorough changes and great improvements in 
the City police, to get it into a state sufficient even to. protect the 
centre of the metropolis from the influx of bad characters, whom the 
■vigilance of the new police was driving in every direction in search of 
less endangered haunts. So early as 1830, a committee ofthat body, 
on the nightly watch, proposed a plan for entirely remodelling the 
City Police, very similar to that which has since been adopted. For 
a time, this plan was dropped, being very distasteful to the wards ; but 
while the aldermen were reorganizing the day police already described, 
the Common Council, in J832-, pursued through the House of Com- 
mons a bill drawn in accordance with the reports of some subsequent 
Committees, carrying out in its main features the plan of the Com- 
mittee of 1830, rendered still more like the measure ultimately passed, 
except that it placed the whole control and patronage in a Committee 
of the Common Council. But when, on the third reading, words were 
introduced which would have placed the whole under the exclusive 
management of the aldermen, as the municipal magistrates, it was 
abandoned by order of the Common Council. 

"While the Commissioners of the Metropolitan Police estimated 
that 24,6501. would be an ample allowance for the discharge of all the 
duties of police in the City*, if it were placed under their charge, 
nearly double that sum was expended upon a system which afforded 
them no co-operation, though in the very heart of the town, nor even 
protected its own people under their augmented exposure; conse- 
quently the Second Report of the Corporation Commissioners, in 1 837, 
reiterates in other terms the challenge given to the City in the Com- 
mons' Report of 1828. "There maybe room for doubt," says this 
document, " which is the proper authority to which the superintend- 
ence of the police of the metropolis should be entrusted ; we apprehend 
there can be none, that the authority, whatever it be, should be 
supreme and undivided throughout the whole districtt." It is not 
surprising, therefore, that the first recommendation of the Committee 
of 1838, for the improvement of the Police Act of the metropolis, was, 
" that for the better prevention of crime, the detection of offenders, 
and the preservation of the peace, and the more effectually to promote 
these objects in conformity with the principle of the 10th Geo. IV., 
e. 44, (Sir Robert Peel's Act,) it is expedient to consolidate the 
several constabulary forces of the metropolis, including those of the 

* Report on Police of the Metropolis ia 1834, p. 10. 
f fteport, p. Id. 
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city of London and the river Thames, under one authority, responsible 
to the Secretary of State for the Home Department*." 

Accordingly, the Bill for further improving the police in and near 
the metropolis, introduced by the Government in 1839, (and ultimately 
passed as the 2nd and 3rd Vict., c. 47,) contained clauses, repealing all 
those portions of the statute of Geo. II., regulating the ward police, 
which did not relate to the levying of rates, and transferring to the Me- 
tropolitan Commissioners of Police the whole charge of the civic police ; 
the wards being treated just as the parishes without the City, and 
offered the same aid from the consolidated fund in diminution of their 
rates, which those parishes enjoyed. This proposition aroused into 
action every means of influence which the Corporation at large, and 
every class of it possessed, to avert what they considered a fatal 
blow at its very existence ; the Common Council protesting that " if 
the proposed object be to adopt one uniform system of police, and such 
object should appear desirable, this Court is of opinion that means 
may be adopted fully to effect that object, without destroying or 
impairing the valuable franchises of the citizens of London, which, 
with the exception of the seizure of the charters of this City, in the 
reign of Charles II., by the act of the Legislature, afterwards declared to 
be illegal and arbitrary, have been uninterruptedly enjoyed by them, 
from the earliest periods of their history to the present time, and 
which the several members of this Court are bound by their oaths to 
maintainf." 

It is impossible here to enter into the details of this struggle; 
but it ended in an abandonment of the objectionable clauses by the 
Government, and in their practical adoption and extension in a sepa- 
rate statute of the bill formerly proposed by the Common Council, and 
which had been re-introduced in the preceding year ; with the proviso, 
however, that the power of Commissioners of Police in the City should 
not be exercised by a committee of the Common Council, but by a 
single " Commissioner of the City Police," appointed by the Common 
Council. This became the local Act of the 2nd and 3rd Vict., c. 94, 
(17th August, 1839,) which now regulates the police in the city of 
London; repealing that of the 10th Geo. II., c. 22; exempting all 
watch-rate payers from liability to watch and ward under the 13th 
Edward I., commonly called the Statute of Winchester; and suspend- 
ing the ancient custom of electing ward constables, so long as this new 
statute remains in force. 

Present Police Jiegulations of the Metropolis. 

The statute of the 2nd and 3rd Vict., c. 94, (local) which is the Act 
for the regulation of the City Police, contains the same provisions for 
the order of the force, and the same regulations of police for the 
public safety and benefit, which were embodied at the same time in 
the 2nd and 3rd Vict., c. 47, applying to the Metropolitan Police 
districts without the city. 

The Commissioners of Police are empowered to regulate the route 
and conduct of persons driving stage- carriages, cattle, &c, during the 
hours of divine service ; and likewise to make such dispositions as will 

* Report, p. 12. 
t Common Council Minutes, Feb. 27th, 1838, p. 68. 
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prevent obstructions in the streets during public processions. Public- 
nouses are to remain shut on Sundays, Christmas-day, and Good- 
Friday, until one in the afternoon, except for refreshment of travellers. 
Publicans are prohibited from supplying liquors to persons under 
sixteen years of age. Coffee-houses, cookshops, &c. are brought under 
regulation. Power is given to enter unlicensed theatres. The keepers 
of places for bear-baiting, cock-fighting, &c. are subjected to penalties. 
Any justice or commissioner is empowered to authorize a superin- 
tendent of police to enter gaming houses ; and proof of gaming for 
money, &c. is not to be necessary in support of informations for 
gaming. Pawnbrokers receiving pledges from persons under the age 
of sixteen are subjected to penalties ; as also are persons discharging 
fire-arms of large calibre near to dwelling-houses. Drunkards guilty 
of indecent behabiour may be imprisoned, and persons riding behind 
carriages without permission may be apprehended and fined 5s. ; or if 
children, kept until fetched by their parents or guardians. Dog-carts 
are prohibited; and street musicians to depart when requested. All 
the following street offences, indeed, severally incur a penalty of 40s.; 
and any constable belonging to the force, or any person injured by 
their committal, may, without warrant, take into custody any person 
who shall commit them within his view : — 

1 . Every person who shall, to the annoyance of the inhabitants or passengers, 
expose for show or sale (except in a market lawfully appointed for that purpose) or 
feed or fodder any horse or other animal, or show any caravan containing any animal, 
or any other show or public entertainment, or shoe, bleed, or farry any horse or 
animal (except in cases of accident,) or clean, dress, exercise, train, or break any 
horse or animal, or clean, make, or repair any part of any cart or carriage, except in 
cases of accident where repair on the spot is necessary : 

2. Every person who shall turn loose any horse or cattle, or suffer to be at 
large any unmuzzled ferocious dog, or set on or urge any -dog or other animal to 
attack, worry, or put in fear any person, horse, or other animal : 

3. Every person who by negligence or ill-usage in driving cattle shall cause any 
mischief to be done by such cattle, or who shall in anywise misbehave himself in 
the driving, care, or management of such cattle, and also every person, not being 
hired or employed to drive such cattle, who shall wantonly and unlawfully pelt, drive, 
or hunt any such cattle : 

4. Every person having the care of any cart or carriage who shall ride on any 
part thereof, or on the shafts, or on any horse or other animal drawing the same, 
without having and holding the reins, or who shall be at such a distance from such 
cart or carriage as not to have the complete control over every horse or other animal 
drawing the same : 

5. Every person who shall ride or drive furiously, or so as to endanger the life 
or limb of any person, or to the common danger of the passengers in any tho- 
roughfare : 

6. Every person who shall cause any cart, public carriage, sledge, truck, or 
barrow, with or without horses, to stand longer than may be necessary for loading 
or unloading, or for taking up or setting down passengers, (except Hackney 
carriages standing for hire in any place not forbidden by law,) or who by means of 
any cart, carriage, sledge, truck, or barrow, or any horse or other animal, shall 
wilfully interrupt any public crossing, or wilfully cause any obstruction in any 
thoroughfare : 

7. Every person who shall lead or ride any horse or other animal, or draw or 
drive any cart or carriage, or fasten any horse or other animal, so that it can stand 
across or upon any footway : 

8. Every person who shall draw or drive any sledge, truck, or barrow upon any 
footway or curbstone, or roll or carry any cask, tub, hoop, or wheel, or any ladder, 
plank, pole, show-board, or placard, upon any footway, except for the purpose of 
loading or unloading any cart or carriage, or of crossing the footway : 
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9. Every person who, after being made acquainted with the regulations or 
directions which the Commissioner of Police, with such consent as aforesaid, shall 
have made for regulating the route of horses, carts, carriages, and persons during 
the time of Divine Servive, and for preventing obstructions during public processions 
and on other occasions herein -before specified, shall wilfully disregard or not con- 
form himself thereunto : 

10. Every person who, without the consent of the owner or occupier, shall affix 
any posting-bill or other paper against or upon any building, wall, fence, or pale, or 
write upon, soil, deface, or mark any such building, wall, fence, or pale, with chalk 
or paint, or in any other way whatsoever, or wilfully break, destroy, or damage any 
part of any such building, wall, fence, or pale, or any fixture or appendage thereunto, 
or any tree, shrub, or seat in any public walk, park, or garden : 

11. Every common prostitute or night-walker loitering or being in any 
thoroughfare or public place for the purpose of prostitution or solicitation, to the 
annoyance of the inhabitants or passengers : 

12. Every person who shall sell or distribute, or offer for sale or distribution, or 
exhibit to public view, any profane, indecent, or obscene book, paper, print, 
drawing, painting, or representation, or sing any profane, indecent, or obscene song 
or ballad, or write or draw any indecent or obscene word, figure, or representation, 
or use any profane, indecent, or obscene language, to the annoyance of the inhabit- 
ants or passengers : 

13. Every person who shall use any threatening, abusive, or insulting words or 
behaviour with intent to provoke a breach of the peace, or whereby a breach of the 
peace may be occasioned : 

14. Every person (except the guards and postmen belonging to Her Majesty's 
Post Office in the performance of their duty) who shall blow any hom or use any 
other noisy instrument for the purpose of calling persons together, or of announcing 
any show or entertainment, or for the purpose of hawking, selling, distributing, or 
collecting any article whatsoever, or of obtaining money or alms : 

15. Every person who shall wantonly discbarge any fire-arm, or throw or dis- 
charge any stone or other missile, to the damage or danger of any person, or make 
any bonfire, or throw or set fire to any fire- work : 

16. Every person who shall wilfully and wantonly disturb any inhabitant by 
pulling or ringing any door bell or knocking at any door without lawful excuse, or 
who shall wilfully and unlawfully extinguish the light of any lamp : 

17. Every person who shall fly any kite or play at any game to the annoyance of 
the inhabitants or passengers, or who shall make or use any slide upon ice or snow 
in any street or other thoroughfare, to the common danger of the passengers : 

The police may kill dogs suspected to be rabid; and the owners of 
such are subjected to a penalty of 51. for allowing them to be at large. 
Persons charged with any of the preceding offences may be required 
by the magistrates to make compensation to individuals injured, to 
any amount not exceeding 101, besides paying the penalties assigned. 
The constables may apprehend offenders whose name and residence is 
not known ; or persons throwing mud into the river within the limits 
of the City or liberties, or persons charged with obviously aggravated 
assaults, though not committed within his view. They may also stop 
all conveyances employed in the removal of furniture to evade rent, or 
removing other property under suspicious circumstances; and these 
may be detained and sold, if not duly reclaimed. Persons appre- 
hended without warrant, however, are to be taken directly to the 
nearest station-house, where the constable in charge may take their 
recognizance, and set them at liberty if the offence be merely subject 
to summary conviction before a magistrate, or having carelessly done 
any hurt or damage. The constable at the station-bouse must also 
bind persons making serious charges to appear in support of them 
before the magistrates ; if they will not enter into recognizances, may set 
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the prisoner at liberty ; and if the accusers do not, after entering into 
themj ttrake their appearance, they are forfeited. For petty offences, 
not herein enumerated, the magistrates are allowed to inflict penalties 
at discretion to an amount not exceeding 51., or to imprison for any 
time not exceeding one calendar month, in the house of correction. 

Metropolitan Police Establishment. 

The Metropolitan Police district, under the 10th Geo. IV., c. 44, 
(1829), comprised for ten years only the parishes and places first herein- 
after enumerated j hut by the 2nd & 3rd Vict., c. 47 (1839), the power 
originally given to the Grown, of extending these limits, was strength- 
ened; and an Order in Council issued in January, 1840, brought within 
it the whole of the Central Criminal Court district, and such other 
parishes and places in the counties of Middlesex, Surrey, Hertford, 
Essex, and Kent as were within fifteen miles of Charing Cross in a 
straight line ; the Commissioners having the authority of magistrates, 
and the policemen of constables throughout these counties. Still the 
old limits are preserved, and the districts outside are treated as supple- 
mental additions to the several original divisions to 'which they adjoin. 
The number and pay of the constables is determined by the Secretary of 
State, who also appoints a "Receiver of the Metropolitan Police district," 
who is as it were, a corporation sole for holding certain property of the 
force. The whole are maintained out of funds levied by warrant of the 
Commissioners, addressed to the overseers of the poor of each place, 
and satisfied within forty days ; the total sum to be demanded in the 
course of any one year not exceeding eight pence in the pound, 
according to the last valuation; and the whole being collected as a 
poor rate. By the 3rd and 4th Will. IV., c. 89, passed to relieve the 
rates from part of the expenses of the new police, it is provided that 
a sum not exceeding 60,000^. shall be passed from the consolidated 
fund to the receiver, to meet all charges upon any parish or place 
exceeding 3d. in the pound for six months j or, in other terms, to the 
reduction by one fourth of the maximum amount of rates granted by 
the original act ; a provision which is extended by the 2nd and 3rd 
Vict., c. 47, to the "extended district." The latter statute also provides 
for the expenses of the Thames police and the horse patrol, by a 
further annual grant to the Receiver of 20,000^., and institutes a "police 
superannuation fund " in his hands. 

In each division of the Metropolitan Police there is 1 superin- 
tendent, from 2 to 6 inspectors, from 14 to 30 Serjeants, and a number 
of men varying according to the exigencies of each locality. All 
under the degree of inspector receive, besides their pay, their clothing 
and 40lbs. weight of coals weekly to each married man, and to each 
single man also during the winter months, though only half this 
amount to the latter during the remainder of the year. 

The following is a statement of the existing force : — 
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A Statement of the Total Number of Persons belonging to the Metropolitan 
Police Force, on the 1st January, 1849, in which the Number of Persons 
in each Glass or Bank of such Force, and the Salaries, Pay, and Allow- 
ances enjoyed by each Class, are distinguished, as required by the Act 
2 and 3 Vict., c. 47, s. 9. 



Class or Bank. 



1 Inspecting Superintendent ... 
18 Superintendents 



125 Inspectors 



On Sick Leave.. 



588 Serjeants 



4,781 Constables 



1st Class . 
2nd „ . 
3rd „ . 



1 Number.. 



Number 

of Persons. 



1 
1 
1 

15 
1 
2 
4 
2 
1 

90 
1 

22 
2 
1 
1 
6 
1 
3 
577 
2 
3 

15 
1 
3 
2 
1 
8 

19 

1 

1,217 

2,346 

1,163 



5,513 



Salaries or Pay, 
per Annum. 



£ «. d. 
600 
325 6 
300 
250 
200 
200 
168 6 
150 
127 8 
118 6 

90 

81 18 

59 3 

46 19 
118 6 
109 4 

81 18 

72 16 

63 14 
81 18 
78 
72 17 
72 16 
70 1 10 
67 12 

64 17 10 
63 14 
59 16 
52 
54 12 
49 8 
44 4 









fl 














Note. — There is allowed to each of the Serjeants and Constables — Clothing, and 
40 lbs. of coals weekly, to each married man, all the year; 401bs. weekly to each 
single man, during six months, and 20 lbs. weekly during the remainder of the 
year. 



The increase of population within the police limits in the 1 years 
from 1839 to 1849 has been estimated at no less than 325,904; the 
number of houses built within that period having been no fewer than 
64,058; forming no less than 1,652 entirely new streets, of an aggre- 
gate length of 200 miles ; to which the addition is still at such rate 
that no fewer that 3,485 houses were in course of erection in July, 
1849. Partly justified by this increase, but immediately urged on by 
the disturbances which were attempted in the metropolis in April, 1848, 
an augmentation was made in the force in the summer of that year, 
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increasing its cost even in that year only by the sum of 38,1 63/. 13»., 
of which all but 1,505/. was forthwith levied. 

Return of the Expenditure of the Increased Rate in the Tear 1848 above that 
of the Year 1847, for the Maintenance of the Metropolitan Police Force*. 



Number and Rank of Police augmented, and other Items 
of Increased Expenditure. 



627 



£ s. d. 

r 6 Inspectors 709 16 

100 Serjeants 6,370 

1521 Constables 25,846 12 



Total Pay.. 



Clothing for 621 Serjeants and Constables 

Allowance of coals for ditto 

Keep, &c, of 21 horses 



Totals 



Expenditure of 
Increased Rates. 



£ s. a. 



32,926 8 

3,726 

776 5 

735 



38,163 13 



Return showing the Increase of the Bate in the Year 1848 above that of the Year 1847, for the 
Metropolitan Police Force in the County of Middlesex, and in each of the other Counties parts 
of which are within the Metropolitan Police District; and showing what Proportion the Valua- 
tion upon which the Police Rate is now raised bears to the Actual Value of the Property in each 
of the Counties within the Metropolitan Police District, as nearly as it can be ascertained^. 





Amount of Rate levied 


Increase of 

Rate 

for the 

Year 1848. 


Valuation 


ige of 
ilueof 
above 
i for 
Ate. 






Of Property 

for 
Police Hate. 


Actual 
Value of 
Property*. 


t£pM» 


County. 


1847. 


1848. 


PerCe 
Actua 
Proper 
Valuat 
Polic 




£ s. d. 

159,328 17 

44,099 2 

10,036 15 

4,065 5 

3,071 19 6 


£ s. d. 
193,981 15 
46,015 11 6 
10,126 6 
4,065 5 
2,071 19 6 


£ s. d. 

34,652 18 

1,916 9 6 

89 5 6 


£ 

7,759,270 

1,924,241 

408,612 

250,846 

82,879 


£ 

8,301,333 

2,156,960 

590,680 

268,411 

101,250 


Per Cent. 

7 




if 

7 
22* 


Kent (part of).. . 
Essex (part of)... 
Herts (part of)... 


Total 


219,601 18 6 


256,280 11 6 


36,658 13 


10,425,848 


11,418,634 





* Taken from the Returns for the Income Tax, except the Railways, which are valued upon the 
Poor-Rate Assessment. 



Abstract of the Warrants for the Police Rates, issued in the Year 1848. 


Bates 


Rentals 
upon 
which 
Com- 
puted. 


Totals of 

the 

Police Rates, 

at8rf. 
in the Pound. 


Charged upon the 


Received from the 


of the Com- 
missioners' 
Half.Yearly 
Warrants. 


Parishes, 

at ad. 

in the Pound. 


Consolidated 
Fund. 


Parishes. 


Consolidated 
Fund. 


Original Dis- 
trict: 

1st Januarys 
and > 

1st July ...) 

Extended 
District: 

1st January* 
and > 

1st July ...J 


£ 
8,800,132 

1,450,291 


£ s. d. 
293,337 14 8 

48,343 8 


£ s. d 
220,003 6 

36,257 5 6 


£ s. d. 

(At per annum.) 
60,000 

(At id. in the 

Pound.) 
12,085 15 2 


£ s. d. 
220,003 6 

86,257 6 6 


£ j. d, 
60,000 

12,086 15 2 


266,260 11 6 


72,085 16 2 


256,260 11 6 


72,085 15 8 


Totals ... 


10,260,423 


341,680 15 4 


328,346 6 8 


328,346 6 8 



* Commons Papers, Sess. 1849, No. 614. 
VOL. XIII. PART III. 



f Mem. 
R 
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City Police Establishment. 
The Commissioner is to receive a salary of not less than 800J. per 
annum, and be named a justice of peace for police purposes ; but is 
not to be a member of Parliament, or engaged in any trade or profes- 
sion. The first appointment to this office was of Daniel Whittle 
Harvey, Esq., who now holds it. The number of the police is deter- 
mined by the Common Council, but their appointment rests with the 
Commissioner. A " City Police Superannuation Fund " is reserved in 
the charge of the Common Council, similar to that of the Metropolitan 
Police ; and the Common Council have also power to make allowances 
to the men for extraordinary expenses or exertions, on the recommend- 
ation of the Commissioner. The ordering of the force is entirely vested 
in the Commissioner, subject to the approbation of the mayor and 
aldermen, or any three of them, and also of the Secretary of State for 
the Home Department, to whom the Commissioner must make such 
returns of the state of crime, and conduct of the police within the 
City, as he shall require. Warrants of the City justices are made 
of force for execution in any of the home counties of Middlesex, Surrey, 
Hertford, Essex, and Kent, in like manner as if the same had been 
endorsed by a justice of those counties respectively, to whose warrants 
the like power is given in the city of London. Tn cases of emergency, 
too, upon requisition of the lord mayor, the Metropolitan Police may 
act within the city of London, under the authority of the Secretary of 
State ; and the City Police, if authorized by the lord mayor, at the 
request of the Secretary of State, may, on like oecasions, act under 
their own officers in the Metropolitan Police distrjot. The Court of 
Common Council are empowered to appoint such clerks and officers 
for the purposes of this act, in such manner and with such salaries and 
allowances as they may think fit ; and likewise to appoint a conw 
mittee or committees " to manage and transact all or any of the 
matters or purposes which they, the said mayor, aldermen, and com- 
mons, in Common Council assembled, are hereby required to do, 
execute, or perform." The corporation are also required to contribute 
out their revenues " one equal fourth part of the expenses of the said 
police force," in pla'oe of the fourth contributed out of the consolidated 
fund of the rates on parishes without the City. The other three- 
fourths of the expenses are raised by a pound rate, assessed in the 
several wards, by order of the Court of Common Council, and within 
fourteen days after the date of their order, by the alderman, or his 
deputy, and the major part of the common councilmen of each ward. 

The rules laid down by the statute for the levy and the recovery of 
these rates are very minute, but the Common Council or its committee 
may remit the payment of them in cases of hardship or poverty. The 
rates are collected by the ward beadles, under the order and inspection 
of the deputy and common councilmen of each ward, and paid by them 
into the hands of the Chamberlain of the City, to whom they give 
securities for the faithful discharge of their office, in which they are 
required to retain in hand not more than 201. under a penalty of 51. 
The accounts are required to be kept by the Chamberlain, and 
annually laid before Parliament and the Common Council. 

Under the system of police thus instituted, the City is divided into 
six police districts, in each of which there is a station-house. Each 
district is divided into sections, and each seotion into day and night 
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beats, regularly perambulated*. The whole system, however, being 
assimilated with that of the Metropolitan Police, to enter into its 
detail would be to enter into the whole art of police government on 
the vast scale which a centralized system permits, with its almost 
military methods and discipline, a subject entirely beyond the present 
purpose and limits. 

The force which the Common Council first required the Commis- 
sioner to appoint was 500 men, of all ranks ; but this number waa 
shortly extended to 542, viz., one superintendent, to receive 2501. ; 
13 inspectors, at 118/., 1537/. 18*.: 50 Serjeants at 63/. 14*., 3185/.; 
and 479 men, at 22*. 6d., 20*. 6d., 19*. 6d., 18*. 6d., and 17*. 6d. per 
week; in all, 24,663/. 19*. The salaries of the ofiice establishment 
are estimated for the same year at 510/. ; a surgeon at 200/.; uniforms, 
hats, and boots, 3,476/.; rents, taxes, repairs, &c, 1,640/.; pensions 
1,250/.; and miscellaneous expenses for printing, &c, 1,783; making 
an estimated total for 1843 of 39,295/. 17*t. 

Total Charge of the Police of the Metropolis. 
The sums actually levied by police rates upon the wards, of the 
City of London, for its separate establishment, were, in the year 
1847, 30,064/. 17*. l%d., and 1848, 27,801/. 1*. 9d.; the total sum 
levied in the former year upon the whole metropolis was, therefore, 
249,666/. 15*. l^d., and in the latter 284,061/. 13*. 3d. The charge 
upon the consolidated fund for the Metropolitan Police being for 1848, 
72,089/. 15*. 2d.; the total charge of the police of the whole metropolia 
for that year was therefore no less than 356,151/. 8*. 5d. The manner 
in which the local charge falls upon each subdivision of the metropolia 
will appear from the following statements: — 

An Account specifying the Total Sum charged upon, and received from every Parish, Town- 
ship, Precinct and, Place, for the purposes of the Metropolitan Police, for the Year 1848, 
as required by the Act 10 Geo. IV., c. 44, *. 29. ^^ 

Half-Yeably "Warrants, issued on the 1st January and 1st Jury 1848. 







1st. — (OaiGINAL DiSTEICT.) 






County. 


Letter 

of 

Division. 


Parishes, &c. 


Rental 
upon which 
Coniputed. 


Total 
of the Bate 
for the Year, 

at id. 
in the Pound. 


Charged upon 

the 

Parishes, 

at 64. 

in the Pound. 


deceived 
froia 

the Parishes. 




{ 5 

{ v 

( K 

is 

L 
H 
V 

f T 

I: 




£, i. d. 

16,736 

184,412 

8,876 10 
41,714 
26,360 

1,948 Q 
22,624 
67,607 
83,816 
64,881 10 
42,688 
43,668 

3,600 

13,600 


X, ». i. 

624 10 8 
4,480 8 

29S 17 
1,890 » 4 

878 13 4 
64 18 8 

754 3 8 
1,916 18 
1,110 10 8 
2,162 14 4 
1,419 12 
1466 13 

120 

450 


£ s. i. 

898 8 O 
3,360 6 O 

221 17 9 
1,042 It 

669 
48 14 

565 13 
1,487 13 6 

832 18 
1,623 o a 
1,064 14 
1,091 14 O 

90 

837 10 


£ s. i. 
383 8 


Middlesex 




8,860 6 






m 17 » 

1,048 17 


Surrey ... 








669 






48 14 9 
665 13 






Surrey ... 




1,437 IS « 




883 18 
1,622 » 


Surrey ... 






1,064 14 O 






1,091 14 


Middlesex 


Fnrnival's Inn (the part within') 


90 O 
887 10 O 






510,730 


17,024 6 8 


13,768 5 


13,768 6 O 






. 



* Pulling, on the Laws and Customs of London, pp. 164, 165. 
f Minutes ef Common Counett, tst November, 1842, p. 246. 
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Hai.f-Yea&i.y Wabkants, issued on the 1st January, and 1st July, 1848.— Continued. 







1st. — (Original District.) 










County. 


Letter 

of 
Division. 


Parishes, &c. 


Rental 
upon which 
Computed. 


Total 
of the Rate 
for the Year, 

at 84. 
in the Pound. 


Charged upon 

the 

Parishes, 

at 6(2. 

in the Pound. 


Received 

from 

the Parishes. 




R 

r T 

T 

F 

H 

K 

T 

H 

H 

H 
*• D 

{I 

{ J 

M 

. E& G 

1 

F 

H 
1 B&C 

ru&L 
X P 

e&f} 

:' 

N 

s 

M 

r k 

G 

B&V 
G 

C&F 
I N 

{'{ 

f M 
I LfcP 

f N 

{l 

R 
M 

< E&S 
I F 

*} 




£ 3. d, 

510,730 

91,347 

60,976 

187,624 

13,880 

10,584 

138,432 

8,148 

7,952 

3,978 

2,689 

316,220 

4,525 

29,534 

38,140 

16,492 

52,064 

138,056 

62,616 
91,292 
16,000 

87,124 

167,656 
828,732 
113,004 
167,509 

265,928 

220,668 

421,948 

164,688 

64,816 

38,087 

35.112 

252,952 

169,320 

153,980 

213,396 

259,296 
309,844 
459,888 10 
987,548 

16,108 

99,375 
163,823 
25,328 
23,820 
90,034 
96,816 
10,570 
44,848 
655,612 
44,532 

54,554 


£ s. 

17,024 6 

3,044 18 

2,032 10 

6,"254 2 

462 13 

353 16 

4,614 8 

271 12 

265 1 

132 12 

89 12 

10,540 13 

150 16 

984 9 

1,271 6 

549 14 

1,735 9 

4,601 17 

1,753 17 

3,043 1 

533 6 

2,904 2 

5,588 10 

27,624 8 

3,766 16 

5,583 12 

8,864 5 

7,366 12 

14,064 18 
5,489 12 
2,160 10 
1,269 11 
1,170 8 
8,431 14 
5,644 
5,132 13 

7,079 17 

8,643 4 

10.328 2 

15.329 12 
32,918 5 

503 12 

3,312 10 
5,460 15 
1,840 18 

794 
3,000 16 
3,227 4 

352 6 

1,494 18 

21,853 14 

1,484 8 

1,818 9 


d. 
8 


8 
8 

4 



4 

8 
4 
8 
4 
8 
8 
4 

4 

4 
4 
8 

8 

8 


8 

4 



8 

8 
4 

8 

4 

4 


8 

4 
4 




4 
8 



8 
8 
8 


4 


£ 3. 

12,768 5 

2,283 13 

1,524 8 

4,690 12 

347 

264 12 

3,460 16 

203 14 

198 16 

99 9 

67 4 

7,905 10 

113 2 

738 7 

953 10 

412 6 

1,301 12 

3,451 8 

1,315 8 

2,282 6 

400 

2,178 2 

4,191 8 
20,718 6 
2,825 2 
4,187 14 
6,648 4 

5,616 14 

10,548 14 
4,117 4 
1,620 8 
952 3 
877 16 
6,323 16 
4,233 
3,849 10 

6,309 18 

6,482 8 

7,746 2 

11,497 4 

24,688 14 

377 14 

2,484 7 

4,995 11 

630 14 

695 10 

2,350 12 

2,430 8 

264 5 

1,121 4 

16,390 6 

1,113 6 

1,363 17 


d. 

6 








6 

6 















6 









6 









3 




6 
6 













£ s. t. 
12,768 5 


Kent 




2,283 13 6 






1,524 8 






4,690 12 






347 


Middlesex 


Mile End, New Town, Hamlet of 

Mile End, Old Town, Hamlet of 


264 12 

3,460 16 

203 14 






198 16 




Old Artillery Ground 


99 9 






67 4 6 






7,905 10 


Surrey ... 




113 2 6 




738 7 


Middlesex 


Ratclifte, Hamlet of. 


958 10 


Bolls, Liberty of the 


413 6 


Surrey ... 


Rotherhithe 


1,301 12 




St. Andrew, Holborn, and St. ~t 


3,451 8 
1,315 8 






2,282 6 


Middlesex 




400 


St. Clement's Danes, Westminster, X 
and that part within the Duchy I 


2,178 2 
4,191 8 






20,718 6 


Surrey ... 




2,825 2 


St. Giles, Camberwell 


4,187 14 6 


Middlesex 


St Giles-in-the-Fields and St.) 

St. James, Clerkenwell (including') 
the District of St. John) $ 


6,648 4 

6,516 14 
10,548 14 






4,117 4 






1,620 8 






953 3 6 






877 16 






6,323 16 






4,233 


Middlesex 




3,849 10 


St. Margaret and St. John, WestO 


5,309 18 
6,482 8 






7,746 2 






11,497 4 3 






24,688 14 


Middlesex 
Surrey ... 


St. Mary-le-Strand, Westminster,") 
and that part within the Duchy I 

St. Mary Magdalene, Bermondsey ... 
St. Mary, Newington 


877 14 

2,484 7 6 
4,995 11 6 






630 14 


Middlesex 


St. Mary, Stratford Bow.: 


595 10 


St. Mary, Whitechapel 


2,250 12 




St. Matthew, Betlinal Green 


2,420 8 




St. Nicholas, Deptford 


264 5 


Surrey ... 


St. Olave, Soulhwark 


1,121 4 


Middlesex 




16,390 6 




1,113 6 




St. Paul, Deptford (including the} 


1,368 17 




8,496,077 10 


283,202 14 





212,402 2 


9 


212,403 3 9 
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Haw-Yearly Warrants, issued on the 1st January, and 1st July, 1848— Cmtimui. 



1st. — (ORIGINAL DlSTEtCT.) 



County. 



Letter 

of 

Division. 



Parishes, &c. 



Rental 
upon which 
Computed. 



Total 
of the Bate 
for the Year, 

at 84. 
in the Pound. 



Charged upon 
the 

Parishes, 

at6«\ 

in the Pound. 



Received 

from 

the Parishes. 



Middlesex 

Surrey ... 
Middlesex 
Surrey ... 



Middlesex 

Surrey ... 

Middlesex 
Surrey ... 



M 

a 

M 



F 
H 
F 
P 
V 
H 
T 



Brought forward 

St. Paul, ShadVell 

St. Peter, Westminster, Close of the > 

Collegiate Church of S 

St. Saviour's and the Clink Liberty ... 

St. Sepulchre, Finsbury 

St. Thomas, Southward 

Saffron Hill, Hatton Garden, and*) 

Ely Rents, Liberty of S 

Savoy, Holborn Division 

Smithfield, East 

Staple's Inn 

Streatham 

Tooting 

Trinity, Minories 

Wandsworth.... 

Totals of " Original District" ... 



£ j. d. 

;,496,077 10 

29,096 

1,061 



>. d. 
S.202 14 



£ 



d. 



83,033 
16.728 
4,404 10 



30,692 

8,780 
46,120 

1,800 
38,654 10 

8,265 

2^46 
33,066 10 







969 17 

35 7 

2,767 15 
657 12 
146 16 

1,023 1 

292 13 

1,537 6 8 

60 

1,288 9 8 

275 10 

78 4 

1,102 4 4 



212,402 2 9 

727 8 

26 10 6 

2,076 16 6 

418 4 

110 2 8 

767 6 

219 10 

1,153 

45 

966 7 3 

206 12 6 

68 18 

826 13 3 



8,800,132 



293,337 14 8 



220,003 6 



£ J. d. 

212,402 2 9 

727 8 

26 10 6 

2,075 18 6 

418 4 

110 2 8 



767 « 

219 10 

1,153 

46 
966 7 
206 13 

68 IS 
826 13 



6 



Hali-Yeaely Waeeahts, issued on the 1st January, and 1st July, 1848. 



2nd.— (Extended Disteict.) 



County. 


Letter 

of 

Division. 


Parishes, &c. 


Rental 
upon which 
Computed. 


Total 
of the Rate 
for the Year, 

atM. 
in the Pound. 


Charged upon 

the 

Parishes, 

at 64. 

in the Pound. 


Received 

from 

the Parishes. 


Surrey ... 


P 

(| 

P 

'{ 

S 

a 
p 

T 
f R 
1 » 

S 

P 

R 
P&V 

N 

V 

<! 

R 
P 




£ s. d. 
3,912 
8,654 
3,179 
3,116 
6,527 10 
6,303 
3,738 

10,930 
6,290 
5,016 
9,519 
5,644 
5,952 

17,018 

18,210 
9,525 

10,396 

15,559 
4,935 10 

27,764 
1,481 

10,365 
4,819 
6,559 
6,978 

12,261 


£ t. d. 

180 8 
288 9 4 
106 19 4 
103 17 4 
184 6 
176 15 4 
124 12 
364 6 8 
209 18 4 
167 4 
817 6 
184 16 
198 8 
667 6 4 
607 
317 10 
346 10 8 
518 12 8 
164 10 4 
925 9 4 
49 7 4 
345 3 4 
160 12 8 
218 12 8 
232 12 
408 14 


£ !. d. 

97 16 
216 7 

79 9 6 

77 18 
138 8 9 
182 11 6 

93 9 
273 5 
157 6 
125 8 

237 19 6 
138 13 
148 16 
426 9 
455 5 

238 2 6 
259 18 
388 19 6 
123 7 9 
694 2 

87 6 
288 17 6 
120 9 6 
168 19 6 
174 9 
306 10 6 


£ jr. d. 
97 16 




316 7 




„ Hamlet of Theobald Street... 


79 9 6 
77 18 


Surrey ... 




138 3 > 




132 11 6 






93 9 


Essex ... 




273 5 






167 5 


Kent 

Surrey ... 
Middlesex 




125 8 




237 19 6 




138 13 




148 16 




425 9 


Herts 

Surrey ... 

Surrey ... 

Surrey ... 




455 S 

238 3 6 




259 18 




388 19 8 




133 7 » 




694 3 




87 t 




268 17 6 






120 9 S 


Surrey ... 




163 19 6 




174 9 




306 10 6 






222,520 


7,418 8 


5,563 10 6 


5,563 10 6 
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Hale-Yeably Wamlahts, issued on the 1st January, and 1st July, 1848.— Continued. 



2nd. — (Extended Disteict.) 



County. 


Letter 

of 
Division. 


Parishes, fee. 


Rental 
upon which 
Computed. 


Total 
of the Bate 
for the Year, 

at8d. 
in the Pound. 


Charged upon 

the 

Parishes, 

at6<*. 

in the Pound. 


Received 

from 

the Parishes. 




{ 
{ 

{ 

{ 
{ 

1 
{ 

( 

I 
{ 

{ 

{ 

{ 


T 
T 
R 
P 
V 
K 
R 
T 
S 
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R 

Br 

V 
R 
V 
P 

R 

V 

s 
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S 
T 
S 
V 
K 
K 
K 
K 
V 
V 
T 
V 
T 
T 

T 
R 
S 
T 
T 
V 
V 
T 
T 
R 
V 
R 
S 
V 
V 
R 
R 
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T 

I 

W 
V 
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£ *. d. 

222,520 

2,092 

2,688 

8,732 

72,631 10 

2,315 10 

9,136 

1,791 

4,448 

5,284 

38,656 

3,230 

11,435 

42,592 

14,299 10 

7,830 

6,880 10 

752 

2,214 

5,160 

14,704 

2,253 

4,856 

5,336 

3,720 

6,370 

8,191 

10,289 

8,206 

13,253 

12,944 O 

6,528 

7,724 

3,540 

8,400 

6,556 

8,752 

41,000 

12,128 

2,271 

29,836 

20,748 

31,268 

782 10 

33,496 

2,832 

26,148 

2,263 

4,650 

6,666 

6,508 

36,316 

8,564 

10,409 

61,590 

1,554 O 

1,344 

4,167 

4,431 

12,034 

1,584 10 

6,745 10 

14,680 


£ J. d. 

7.418 8 
69 14 8 
89 12 

291 1 4 
2,421 1 

77 3 8 
304 10 8 

59 14 
143 5 4 

176 2 8 
1,288 10 8 

107 13 4 
381 3 4 

1.419 14 8 
476 13 
261 
229 7 

25 1 4 
73 16 

172 

490 2 8 

75 2 

161 17 4 

177 16 4 
124 
212 6 8 
273 8 
342 19 4 
273 10 
441 15 4 
431 9 4 

217 12 
257 9 4 
118 
280 

218 10 8 
291 14 8 

1,366 13 4 

404 6 4 

75 14 

994 10 8 

691 12 

1,042 5 4 

26 1 8 
1,116 10 8 

94 8 
871 12 
75 8 8 
155 
185 10 8 
188 12 

1,210 10 8 
118 16 
846 19 4 

1,719 13 4 

51 16 
44 16 

188 11 4 
147 14 
401 2 8 

52 16 4 
224 17 
488 


£ s. 
5,563 10 

52 6 
67 4 

218 6 
1,815 15 

67 17 
228 8 

44 15 
111 4 

132 2 
966 8 

80 15 
285 17 
1,064 16 
357 9 
195 15 
172 

18 16 
56 7 

129 

367 12 

56 6 

121 8 

133 8 
93 

159 5 

204 15 
257 4 

205 2 
331 6 
323 12 
163 4 
193 2 

88 10 
210 
163 18 
218 16 

1,025 
803 4 
56 15 
745 18 
518 14 
781 14 

19 11 
837 8 

70 16 
653 14 

56 11 
116 5 
139 3 
137 14 
907 18 

89 2 
260 4 

1,289 15 
88 17 

53 12 
108 18 
110 15 
800 17 

39 12 
168 12 
364 10 


d. 
6 



9 
9 

6 




6 

9 

3 




6 




6 
6 
6 
6 









6 



3 



8 





6 



6 
6 

3 

9 




£ s. d. 
5,563 10 6 






52 6 


Middlesex 




67 4 


Kent 




218 6 






1,815 15 9 






67 17 9 






228 8 


Kent ...... 




44 15 6 






111 4 


Middlesex 




132 2 






966 8 






80 15 


Kent 


Eltham 


285 17 6 


Middlesex 


Enfield 


1,064 16 


Surrey ... 




357 9 9 




Erith 


195 15 


Surrey ... 


Ewell, exclusive of Kingswood Liberty 


172 3 
18 16 






55 7 


Middlesex 




129 




367 12 


Kent 




56 6 6 






121 8 






133 8 






93 


Surrey ... 




159 5 




Ham (East) 


204 15 6 




Ham (West), Church-street Ward . . . 
„ Stratford ditto 


257 4 6 
206 2 6 
331 6 6 
323 12 






163 4 






193 2 






88 10 




Harefield 


210 






163 18 






218 16 






1,025 






303 4 


Kent ...... 




56 15 6 






746 18 


Middlesex 




518 14 






781 14 






19 11 8 






837 8 


Middlesex 




70 16 






653 14 






56 11 6 




Kew 


116 5 


Kent 

Middlesex 




189 3 




137 14 


Surrey ... 

Middlesex 




907 18 




89 2 






260 4 6 






1.289 15 
38 17 






Middlesex 




33 12 




103 18 6 






110 15 6 






300 17 






39 12 3 






168 12 9 


Middlesex 




864 10 










966,812 10 


32,213 1 4 


24,159 16 





24,159 16 
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Hau-Yearli Wabrants, issued on the 1st January, and 1st July, 1848. — Continued. 



2nd.— (Extended Distmot.) 



County. 


Letter 

of 

Division. 


Parishes, &c. 


Rental 
upon which 
Computed. 


Total 
of the Rate 
for the Year, 

at 8<Z. 
in the Pound. 


Charged upon 

the 

Parishes, 

atBrf. 

ih the Pound. 


Received 

from 

the Parishes. 




l V 
R 

<i 

R 
, T 

{ I 

T 
T 

T 
R 
V 
S 
T 
< R 
1 R 
P 

|l 

li 

V 

K 
S 

a 

1 n 

l K 
P 

S 
K 
P 
R 




£ S. d. 
966,312 10 

15,550 
4,198 

13,124 
1,813 
3,559 10 
2,686 
3,942 
3,695 
4,908 

12,944 
3,930 
1,540 
4,699 10 

11,048 

11,010 

37,305 10 
4,737 

10,748 
4,349 
3,157 
3,989 10 
6,147 
5,728 

13,192 
7,128 
4,604 

10,680 

10,004 
6,538 10 
7,084 

9,786 10 

44,336* 
4,126 

27,912 
532 

14,188 
4,243 

18,662 

17,984 

6,858 

1,480 10 

2,891 

3,715 

17,964 6 

26,592 

10,678 

2,013 6 

40,372 


£ ». d. 
32,213 1 4 
518 6 8 
139 18 8 
437 9 4 

60 8 8 
118 13 

86 4 
131 8 
123 3 4 
163 12 
431 9 4 

131 

61 6 8 

156 13 
368 5 4 
367 

1,243 10 4 

157 18 
358 5 4 
144 19 4 
105 4 8 

132 19 8 
204 18 
190 18 8 
439 14 8 
237 12 
153 9 4 
356 
833 9 4 
184 9 p 
23d 2 8 

326 4 4 

1,477 17 4 
137 10 8 
930 8 
17 14 8 
472 18 8 
141 8 8 

622 1 4 

599 9 4 

228 12 

49 7 

96 7 4 

123 16 8 

598 9 4 

886 8 

352 12 

67 2 

1,345 14 8 


£ s. d. 

24,159 16 

388 15 

1(14 19 

328 2 
45 6 6 
88 19 9 
64 13 
98 11 
92 7 6 

122 14 
323 13 

98 5 
38 10 

117 9 9 
276 4 
275 5 
932 12 9 

118 8 6 
268 14 
108 14 6 

78 18 6 

99 14 9 
1.63 13 6 
143 4 

329 16 
178 4 
115 2 
267 ft 
260 2 
138 6 9 
177 2 

244 13 3 

1,108 8 
103 3 
697 16 
13 6 
354 14 
106 1 6 

466 11 

449 12 

171 9 

37 3 

72 6 6 

92 17 6 

448 17 

664 16 

264 9 

50 I 6 

1,009 8 


£ i. d. 
24,159 16 






388 15 


Surrey ... 




104 19 




828 2 






46 6 6 






88 19 9 


Surrey ... 




64 13 






98 11 






92 7 « 




Northolt i 


122 14 


Middlesex 




323 12 






98 5 






38 10 


Surrey ... 




117 9 9 




276 4 


Kent 




275 5 


Surrey ... 




932 12 9 




118 8 6 






268 14 






}08 14 6 






78 18 6 


Surrey ... 




99 14 9 




153 13 6 
143 4 






329 16 






178 4 


Middlesex 




115 2 






267 






260 8 


Surrey ... 




138 6 9 




177 8 


Surrey ... 


Thames Ditton, comprising the' 
Hamlet or Manor of Cleygate, 
the Hamlet of Ember, and Hamlet ' 


244 13 3 






1,108 8 


Herts, 


Totteridee...,,!,*, ; ;...-.; ;..; 


103 3 

697 16 






13 6 


Surrey ... 


Uxfjridge, Township and Chapter of... 


35414 
106 1 6 


Waltham Abbey and Town, including l 
the Hamlets of Holyfield, of Se- > 


46611 
449 12 


Surrey ... 




171 9 
37 3 




72 5 6 


Surrey ... 




92 17 6 

448 17 




664 16 


Surrey ... 




264 9 
60 6 6 




1,009 6 




Totals of "ExtendedBistrict"... 


1,450,291 


48,343 8 


36,257 3 6 


86^67 6 « 
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A Statement of the Amounts received from the several Wards of the City upon 
each Police Rate in the Year 1848, showing at what rate in the pound the 
same were charged upon the Wards, and the rate in the pound actually 
paid into the hands of the Treasurer in respect of such Sates. 



[From Commons' Papers, 1849, No. 298.] 



£ s. d. 

Aldersgate Within 384 6 

Aldersgate Without 504 11 

Aldgate 1,255 

Bassishaw 323 14 1 

Billingsgate 690 

Bishopsgate Within 965 16 8 

Bishopsgate Without 940 

Bread Street 775 1 8 

Bridge 526 11 10 

Broad Street 2,017 1 2 

Candlewick 490 13 3 

Castlebaynard 1,044 6 5 

Cheap 1,025 12 1 

Coleman Street 1,487 18 7 

Cordwainer 433 17 

Cornhill 851 10 5 

Cripplegate Within 1,131 8 6 



Carried forward.... 14,847 8 8 



£ 



Brought forward.. ..14,847 8 8 

Cripplegate Without .... 897 18 4 

Dowgate 491 14 

Farringdon Within, South 

side 925 5 11 

Farringdon Within, North 

side 978 2 9 

Farringdon Without 4,510 8 8J 

Langbourn 1,053 5 9 

Lime Street 475 

Portsoken 1,032 6 11 

Queenhithe 378 12 11 

Tower 1,278 8 6 

Vintry 378 12 7 

Walbrook 488 15 

Half Rates 65 1 8| 



Total.. 



27,801 1 9 



Note. — Rate made at 6^d. in the pound; actually paid, equal to 5J<ii. in the pound. 

The most complete outline that can be given of the economy of 
these enormous establishments is that conveyed by the following 
abstracts of their income and expenditure in the year 1848, derived 
from the Commons' Papers of 1849, Nos. 41 and 298. 



An Account of the Receipt and Expenditure, for the Service of the Metropolitan Police, in 
the Year ended the 31st December, 1848. 



RECEIPTS. 


£ s. d. 
62,587 2 11 








Amounts Bee ■. .red from 






Parishes. 


Consolidated 
Fund. 




To receipts on Rate Warrants issued during the 
year 1848, the particulars of which are de- 
tailed according to the provisions of the 29th 
section of the Act 10 Geo. IV., c. 44, in 
Appendix (A), pages 10 to 15: viz. — 

Rentals upon 
which computed. 

Extended ditto 1,450,291 


£ s. d. 

220,003 6 
36,257 5 6 


£ s. d. 

60,000 O 
12,085 15 2 










256,260 11 6 


72,085 15 2 


328,346 6 8 
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RECEIPTS.— Continued. 
To balance on the 1st January, 1848. Brought forward 



Brought forward.. 



To receipts from the Consolidated Fund, per 
Act 2 & 3 Vict., c. 47, s. 6 : viz.— 

1st. To defray the increased charge of the 
Metropolitan Police, arising from 
the addition of the duties of the 
Horse Patrol and Thames Police .... 

2nd. To defray the charge of the Super- 
annuation allowances to officers and 
constables late of the Bow Street 
Foot Patrol, Horse Patrol, and 
Thames Police 



To amount issued from the Consolidated Fund 
for the salaries of the two Commissioners of 
Police, under the authority of the Act 2 & 3 
Vict., c. 47, s. 20 



Total sum received from the Parishes! 
and the Treasury respectively, in the) 
year 1848 J 



Amounts Received from 



Parishes. 



£ s. d. 
256,260 11 6 



256,260 11 6 



Consolidated 
Fund. 



£ s. a. 

72,085 15 2 



20,000 



3,611 19 8 



2,400 



98,097 14 10 



To amounts received for special services of the police : viz. — 

At Osborne, Isle of Wight 82 4 

House of Commons 214 14 

Admiralty, Somerset House 82 4 

Ditto Deptford Dockyard 2,636 2 

Ditto Woolwich ditto 2,821 16 

Ditto Office for the Registry of Mer- 
chant Seamen 72 

British Museum 27 12 

Custom House 760 

Excise, checking stage carriages 602 4 1 

Greenwich Hospital 123 16 

Office of Woods, &c, Botanic Gardens, Kew 55 1 

Ditto Bushey Park 55 4 

Ditto Greenwich Park 247 16 

Ditto Hampton Court 135 4 

Ditto Lines of new streets .... 369 18 

Ditto New Forest 19 4 

Ordnance, Tower of London 1,025 3 

Ditto Royal Arsenal, Woolwich 948 9 

Post Office 156 

Record Office 259 12 

Stamp Office, Somerset House 164 14 



From public companies, private individuals, &c. . 
Theatres 



Carried forward.. 



10,858 11 1 

2,246 13 4 

377 2 6 



13,482 6 11 



£ *. a. 

62,587 2 11 



328,346 6 8 



23,611 19 8 



2,400 



416,945 9 3 
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RECEIPTS.— Continued. 



Brought forward 

To amounts received for the conveyance of prisoners : viz. — 

In the Greenwich and Woolwich van 119 19 

Hammersmith van 66 8 

Maidstone van 922 3 

Surrey van 500 



To assessments on police constables for repair of clothing 

Stoppages from the pay of the Police Force for lodging 

Proceeds of the sale of old stores 

Proceeds of the sale of 39 cast horses 

Contributions to the Civil Superanuation Fund, by clerks, &c. 
Miscellaneous receipts 



£ : d. 
13,482 6 11 



1,608 10 4 

20 14 11 

4,888 17 11 

35 9 4 

381 1 3 

78 18 9 

6 



£ *. d. 
416,945 9 3 



20,496 5 5 



437,441 14 8 



EXPENDITURE. 

1. — Office Expenses. 

By salaries and allowances, Commissioners' Department i 

£ t. d. 
IVo Commissioners, at 1,200/. per annum each 2,400 
Allowances to ditto for house-rent, at 300/. per 

annum each 613 2 6 

Ditto ditto for keep of 2 horses, at 63/. pef 

annum each 126 

Four clerks, at salaries varying from 100/. to 

430/. per annum 796 15 

By salaries and allowances, Receiver's Department • — 

One Receiver, at 1,000/. per annum (paid out of Police Courts' 

Fund). 
Allowance to ditto for keep of a horse, at 63/. per annum 

(paid out of Police Courts' Fund). 
One surveyor, at 275/. per annum (the remainder 

of his salary charged to Police Courts' Fund), 

and an assistant at 3/. 3*. per week.., 338 16 

Four clerks, at salaries varying from 125/. to 

440/. per annum , 1,084 

By pay of an office-keeper 90 

And allowance for three charwomen 54 18 

By office rent, taxes, repairs, &c. : — 

Rent of No. 4, Whitehall Place 433 10 

Rates and takes of ditto 108 16 

Furniture, repairs, &c 62 9 5 

By fuel and light: — 

Coals 51 13 8 

Oil and Gas 91 1 9 



£ : d. 



3,935 17 6 



Carried forward.. 



1,422 16 



144 18 



604 15 5 



142 15 6 



£ «. d. 



6,251 2 4 
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EXPENDITURE.— Continued. 



Brought forward 

By books, printing, and stationery 

By stamps 

By postage 

By travelling expenses, coach and cab hire 

By newspapers and advertisements 

By washing towels, sweeping chimneys, cleaning offices, and other 
small contingencies ,.„■., 



II. — Law Charges. 
By payments for criminal prosecutions, drawing leases, &«.. 



III.— Pat, Clothing, and Equipment of Police Force. 



By salaries of superintendents of Police : — 

One inspecting superintendent, at 6002 per £ 

annum 600 

One superintendent, at 325/. per annum 325 

One ditto, at 300/. „ 300 

Fifteen ditto, at 250/. „ each.... 3,748 

One ditto, at 200/. „ 196 



By pay of inspectors, Serjeants, and constables . 

By extra duty pay to ditto 

By clothing for Serjeants and constables 

By truncheons, rattles, swords, belts, &c 



IV. — Medical and Funeral Expenses. 

By salaries of superintending surgeon (600/.), and of 62 district 
surgeons, at salaries varying from 4/. to 45/. per annum 

By medical attendance, medicines, &c, for destitute prisoners, and 
for poor persons in cases of accident, &c, in the public tho* 
roughfares 

By funeral expenses of 37 police constables 



V. — Horses, Vans, &c. 

By purchase of 53 horses (41 patrol and 12 van) 

By forage (187 horses, including 39 for van service) 

By saddlery, farriery, and stable contingencies (1037. 5». 6d> re- 

ceived for stable dung, deducted) ;... 

By purchase and repair of police vans 



VI. — Police Station and Section Houses. 



By erection and purchase of premises 

By rent of station and section houses, &c. (lodging money received 

in aid of this expense, charged per cont«-a) 

By rates and taxes 

By furniture and fixtures 

By repairs and alteration of premises 

By cleaning stations 

By travelling charges, &c, of the surveyor in visiting stations, 

turners' wares, sweeping chimneys, and other incidental charges 



Carried forward.. 



£ s. d. 

1,177 15 11 

127 9 

80 7 3 

135 15 3 

68 5 4 

71 8 4 



9,169 17 

268,2*8 

1,250 

27,454 18 

1,014 19 



1,446 10 



484 4 1 
145 11 6 



1,400 

6,331 2 

1,291 17 3 

391 12 



19,549 14 3 



7,034 15 3 
1,406 6 1 
3,022 13 8 
2,074 16 11 
689 17 7 



494 1 10 



£ s. d. 
6,251 2 4 



1,660 12 10 
580 19 5 



303,187 17 4 



2,076 5 1 



9,414 11 3 



34,272 5 7 



357,443 14 4 
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EXPENDITURE.— Continued. 



Brought forward.. 
VII. — Fuel and Light. 



By coals supplied to constables and for police stations 

By Gas (899*. 5*. id.), and gas fittings (315/. 2s. 9d.) 

By oil, and cleaning, trimming, and repairing police lanterns 

VIII. — Miscellaneous. 

By refreshments supplied to destitute prisoners, searching female 
prisoners, candles for stations, saw dust and straw for cells, 
washing sheets, and other contingencies, paid by superintendents 
of police 

By extraordinary expenses incurred by police constables while 
engaged in the pursuit, apprehension, and conveyance of 
offenders; also expenses and allowances while employed oh 
special occasions, and on detached duties in the country 

Building and repair of boats 

IX. — Retired Allowances. 

By retired allowances to officers and constables late of the Bow 
Street Foot Patrol, Horse Patrol, and Thames Police (93 on 
the list on 31st December, 1848) 

By retired allowances to two clerks, late in the Commissioners' 
Department 



s. d. 



6,687 4 6 
1,214 8 1 
3,678 18 1 



580 19 2 



1,327 8 3 
212 12 8 



3,614 12 7 
170 



Total sum paid for the Metropolitan Police in the year 1848. 



By balances remaining on the 31st December, 1848: viz. — 

On the Receiver's account at the Bank of England 

In office cash 

Due from the Police Superannuation Fund 

Imprests to be accounted for 



39,134 2 11 

52 18 3 

23,015 17 

308 18 10 



£ s. d. 
357,443 14 4 



11,580 10 8 



2,121 1 



3,784 12 7 



374,929 17 8 



62,511 17 



437,441 14 8 



General Account of the Cty of London Police for the Year ended 31st 

December, 1848. 

RECEIPTS. 

£ s. d. 

To police rate actually received from the several wards in the 

account of the year ending 31st December 28,978 19 91 

To payment from the Corporation, being one equal fourth part of 
expenses 9,940 1 6 

To payment from the Corporation, as trustees for watching London 

Bridge 382 4 

To payment from the Corporation, as trustees for watching Black- 
friars Bridge 286 

To fines and penalties payable to Police Fund 553 10 6 

To watching private premises, and sundry and casual receipts 139 13 

40,280 8 91 



1850.] Police of tlie Metropolis. 253 

EXPENDITURE. 
By salaries, &c. 

Commissioner's Department: — £ ». d. 

Commissioner, salary 1,130 13 9 

Clerks in Commissioner's Department 278 15 

Receiver's Department : — 

Receiver's salary 250 

Treasurer and Accountant's Department : — 

Treasurer's clerks for keeping accounts 150 

By law charges :■ — 

Law expenses, conveyancing, drawing leases, &c 33 11 10 

By pay, clothing, and equipment of Force : — 

One superintendent, salary 300 

Pay of inspectors, Serjeants, and constables 29,062 4 

Clothing of inspectors, Serjeants, and constables, hats, capes, 

belts, rattles, and accoutrements 1,920 12 4 

By medical expenses : — 

Surgeon, salary (including medicines) 312 10 

By Chief Office and Commissioner's residence : — 

Rent, rates, taxes, repairs, insurance, lighting, and sundries ....1 
By police stations : — I „ ... fi „ , 

Rents, rates, taxes, repairs and alterations, insurance, lighting, | ' * 

and sundries ■* 

By printing, books, and stationery : — 

Chief office, stations, Receiver's and Treasurer's Department .... 238 5 
By police lanterns : — 

Lanterns supplied, oil, cleaning, trimming and repairing 330 

By extra services of constables 349 4 4 

By gratuities paid in 1848 to disabled constables discharged from 

the Force 530 8 

By Superannuation Fund: — 

Stoppages of pay , 1,032 6 

39,372 9 44 
Note. — The above expenses are in common with the Metropolitan 
Police expenditure ; those which follow are peculiar to 
the circumstances of the City Police. 

By late City Watch :— 

By superanuation allowances to constables of the late City Watch 620 19 
By Committee's expenses : — 

Salary to clerk of Committee for keeping minutes and drawing 
orders, also gratuities to parties attending and summoning the 

Committee 150 

Making rates, copying rate-books, and sundry petty expenses .... 309 18 6 

40,453 6 104 

Balance of cash on the account ended 31st December, 1848 .... 12,198 2 11 

The Metropolitan Police Superannuation Fund had a balance in its 
favour, at the commencement of the year 1848, of 82,829/. 12s. 3d. ; the 
receipts in the course of it from stoppages from pay and from fines was 
7,939/. Is. 6(5?.; from fines for assaults on constables 1,594/. 13s. l\d. ; 
from sale of old clothing 1,150/. 12s.; from dividends on stock 
2,711/. 19s. 2d.; making a total of 96,225/. 18s. 10c/.; while, on the 
other hand, there is due a balance to the General Metropolitan Police 
account of 23,015/. 17s., for sums advanced to cover the excess of 
payments beyond the receipts from the interest of the funded pro- 
perty to the 31st December, 1848, which then consisted of 51,259/. 7s. 
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in 3£ per cent, annuities, and 47,059/. 12s. 3d., in 3 per cent, consols, 
purchased for 94,490Z. 4s. 10c?. The receipts of the City Police 
Superannuation Fund, in 1848, were, from fines for assaults on con- 
stables 164/. 5s. Gd; stoppages of pay 1,032/. 0s. 6c/.; and dividends 
on stock 376/. 19s. lid.; making a total of 1,573/. 5s. lid.; out of 
which superannuation payments were made to the amount of 139/. 
Is. 4c/., leaving a balance on the year of 1,434/. 2s. 7d. applied to the 
purchase of stock, and rendering the total sum so invested 14,012/. 15s. 
2d., in the purchase of 14,706/. 3s. 10c/., 3\ per cent annuities. 

The capital stock of the Police Superannuation Funds for the whole 
of London at the close of 1848 was, therefore, 109,197/.; subject to a 
debt, on that of the Metropolitan Police, of 23,015/. 17s.; leaving a 
net sum of 86,181/. 3s. 

Economy and Efficiency of the City and the Metropolitan Police 
respectively. 

It may be said that the above total of the cost of the City Police 
is swelled by the watching of the bridges, which was formerly no part 
of the duty of the general police of the City ; but on the other hand, 
the present force has been relieved from the special duty at the Old 
Bailey, to which special constables, paid out of the funds of the 
corporation, have been appointed by the alderman. Neither in the 
above account is there charged the 4 per cent, allowed to the ward- 
beadles, on the collection of the rates, and which is deducted before 
the payment of their proceeds into the chamber, and which amounted 
to upwards of 1000/. 

Again it may be urged that the present police saves to the citizens 
all which they formerly paid for deputies as ward constables, whose 
appointment is now abolished. But being accustomed to have about 
their properties men who were their immediate servants as watchmen, 
many of the inhabitants of the wards club together for the employment 
of private watchmen, upon whom they have a direct and personal claim 
in cases of alarm or depredation. 

Adding to the preceding outlay of 40,453/. 6s. 10|c/. the sum of 
1,326/. 5s. 6c/. for the establishment of marshals and marshalsmen, 
which is still continued, and makes a total of 41,779/. 12». 4$d., there 
still appears a saving of about 1,850/. upon the total cost of the former 
police in 1 843. 

But it will be borne in mind that the total for 1833 comprises the 
miscellaneous ward expenses formerly paid out of the watch-rate 
without any legal sanction. These expenses are now kept in a 
separate account, under Clause 85 of the City Police Act, reciting 
that " there are various charges of ward-clerks and beadles, and other 
expenses connected with the holding of wardmotes or other ward 
meetings, and for other local purposes connected therewith, within 
the several wards of the said City, which have heretofore been paid 
out of the watch-rate; be it therefore enacted, that all the reasonable 
charges and expenses of each of the several wards of the sail City in 
respect of the several matters aforesaid, to be from time to time 
approved and allowed by the inhabitants of each such ward in ward- 
mote assembled, and certified to the Police Committee of the Common 
Council, by the aldermep, deputy, and cqmmon coumcihnen of each 



1850.] Polm of the Metmpoli*. MS 

ward, or the major part of them, shall be paid by the said Committee 
out of the rates to be made by virtue of this Act j and the said 
Committee shall charge the same upon such ward respectively in the 
next succeeding assessment, when the amount thereof shall be raised 
in the same manner as and in addition to the rate on such ward for 
the other purposes of this Act: provided always that a distinct account 
shall be kept qf all such charges and expenses separate from the 
expense of the police force established under this Act*," 

The number of warxUheadles and their salaries, besides profits from 
poundage on the rates, are annually fixed by the Common Council, 
In 1842 it was ordered that there should be 1 beadle for each of the 
wards, except Farringdon within, which was allowed to have % mi 
Farringdon without 4 ; %M. being allowed as salary to those of 
Bassishaw, Cornhill, and Lime' Street; 3QJ. to those of Aldersgate 
"Within, Billingsgate, Bread Street, Bridge, Candlewick, Cheap, Cord' 
wainer, Dowgate, Qneenhithe, Vintry, and Walbrook ; 35?. to those 
of Aldersgate Without, Bishopsgate Within, Broad Street, Castle 
Baynard, Cripplegate Within, Langbourne, and Tower ; 401. to those 
of Aldgate and Coleman Street; and 451. to those of Bishopsgate 
Without, Cripplegate Without, and Portsoken ; 7<W. between the 3 
of Farringdon Within, and 150?, among the 4 of Farringdon Without; 
making a total expenditure in salaries to the ward-beadle^ of M#5|, 
per annum. 

An Aceomt of Monies Received and Paid by the Chamberlain of the City of 
London, in respect of the Charges of the Ward-Clerks, Beadles, and 
other Expenses connected with the holding of Wardmotes and other Ward 
Meetings, and for Local Purposes connected therewith, within the several 
Wards of the City of London t pursmnt to Art 2 & 3 Viet.^ c, 94, s. ?5. 

Dr. 

To Cash received on aeeount of arrears of rate levied £ S. d. £ s. d. 

en the several Wards of the City in respect of the 

above?jnentioned expenses, incurred in the years 

1840 and 1841 104 8 4 

To ditto, «42 30 5 5 

To ditto, 1843 57 3 11 

To ditto, 1844 315 14 7 

To Cash received on account of rate levied in respect of 

the said expenses, incurred in the year 1845 4,088 2 7$ 

,. 4,595 14 m 

Balance overpaid on the above account , $,853 15 7f 

7,449 10 « 

Cr. 

By Balance overpaid on the aeeount for the year 1845 (as per state- 
ment delivered to the Honourable House of Commons, 14th 

July, 1846) , , 3,193 5 8* 

By Cash paid in respect of the aboveimentioned charges and ex- 
penses for the year 1846 „„, „ 4,858 4 9i 

7,449 Iff e 

From this account it waaild appear that the present charge is nearly 
the same as under the old system, when these expenses were included 
in the general account for the nightly watch. And subtracting from. 

» 2 & a Viet,, c. 94, a, 85s, 
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the sum of 4,250£, which appears from the above account for 1846, 
(the latest that I can find to have been printed by the House of 
Commons) the apparent saving already mentioned of 1 ,8501., we have 
still, in fact, an increased expenditure of 2,400£ per annum, under the 
new system as compared with the old; without reckoning the expenses 
of the Police Committee of the Common Council defrayed by that 
body, to the amount of about 1000£. The reduction of 15,00<M per 
annum promised by the Committee of the Common Council in 1832*, 
at the same time that the Commissioners of Metropolitan Police offered 
to effect one of 20,000£, must therefore be abandoned. 

Nor do the very few data for comparison with which we have been 
supplied by the City authorities (only on express orders of the House 
of Commons) yield any indication that this expensive insulation is 
accompanied by any superiority of management; but quite the reverse. 
It will be seen from the following figures that the proportion dismissed 
from the service in 1848 was more than double in the City what it 
■was in the Metropolitan Police ; while the number of cases in which 
members of the former have been suspended from duty or fined is 
one half more than the total number of the whole force, and exceeds by 
nearly one third the total number of such cases among the Metropolitan 
Police of ten times their number ; precisely the same excess appearing 
in the other form of disgrace by reduction of rank. How can this be 
explained ? Assuredly it will not be successfully pleaded as evidence 
of a superior discipline on the part of the City Police before any one 
accustomed to command, from the teacher of an infant school upward. 

Return, showing the number of Men in the Metropolitan Police Force who 
have Resigned, been Dismissed, Suspended, Fined, or reduced in Rank, 
by the Commissioners, in the Year 1848. 

[Commons' Papers, Sess. 1849, No. 133.] 





Metropo- 
litan. 


City. 


Total. 


Per Centage 

on 
Total Force. 




Metropo- 
litan. 


City. 


Number who have been Dismissed 
Number who have been Suspended 
Number who have been Fined .... 
Number who have been Reduced 


548 
187 
127 ) 
572 J 


69 
40 

894 
14 


617 
227 

1,593 
25 


9-9 

3-4 

/ 2-3 

t 104 

2 


12-7 

7-4 

1 164-9 
2-6 






Total 


1,445 


1,017 


2,462 


26-2 


187-6 






Total number of Police at the 


I 5,513 


542 


6,055 











*** The resignations are chiefly to enter upon higher employments. The number 
given as that of the City Police is, by the latest return to which I can get access, 
in 1833. 



* Report of Corporation Commissioners on the City, p. 160. 
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In 1848 the number of police constables sent before the magistrates 
was, of the Metropolitan force 71, and of the City, apparently 7, 
which is precisely the same proportion, of which number only 10 
of the former, while 3 of the latter were convicted : being a great 
proportionate excess. Of the former 10, 8 were fined, 1 imprisoned 
by the magistrates, and 1 committed for trial; of the latter 3, 2 Vr&to 
fined, and 1 imprisoned by the magistrates*. 

of the Number of Persons taken into Custody, and the Remits, tn 184ft. 
[Commons' Papers, Sess. 1849, No. 133.] 



Number of Persons taken 
into Custody. 



Results. 



Metropo- 
litan. 



City, 



Total. 



Percentage on 

the Total 
Commitment*. 



Metropo- 
litan. 



City. 



Taken into custody 

Discharged by Magistrates 

Summarily convicted or held 1o bail 

Tried and convicted 

Tried and acquitted 

Bill not found, or discharged by) 

proclamation , / 

Drunken persons, discharged when) 

sober J 

Charges not entertained 

r Discharged at stations 

Vagrants i Dis charged b y Magistrates 

^ s COTomutad to prison .... 
vSent to unions, &c 



64,480 



13,419 



77,899 



31,683 

27,274 

4,364 

905 

254 



1,831 

3,504 

396 

61 

15 

2,810 

3,865 
89 

248 
494 
106 



33,514 

30,778 

4,760 

966 

269 



,7,612 



491 

42-3 

6-8 

1-4 



13-6 

261 

2-9 

•5 

•I 

20-9 

28.8 

'7 

1-9 

37 
S 



64,480 



13,419* 



77,899 



100-0 



XOO-0 



* In addition to the above offenders, the number of destitute persons was 1,269. 



In the foregoing comparison of the operations of the police within 
and without the City, derived from the same source, it would appear 
at the first glance as though there were a great excess of business on the 
hands of the City police ; but on examination it will be seen that of 
the total of 13,419 persons taken into custody, 6,675, or one half, are 
for charges not entertained, or for drunkenness, without the parties 
ever being brought before a magistrate, as are all those returned by the 
Metropolitan police. The subtraction of these and of 89 others dis- 
charged at the stations, reduces the proportion of cases falling to the City 
police to the general average of the Metropolis; for though the 
number regularly discharged before the magistrates is thus reduced te 
about one half of its proper amount, there is a little excess upon the 
number summarily convicted and held to bail, and a proportionate 
deficiency upon the numbers ultimately tried and convicted, or ac- 
quitted or discharged at the Central Criminal Court; peculiarities 
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■which seem to indicate that the station-house and the police-court in 
the City take liberties with the ordinary course of justice which are 
not attempted beyond its limits; whether wisely or not, I am quite 
unable to judge, but these figures certainly suggest inquiry. 

The foregoing are the only details with which Parliament or the 
public have been favoured, respecting the operations of the City police, 
but those of the Metropolitan police are the subject of elaborate and 
interesting analyses published annually by the Commissioners, and 
from the latest of these the following summaries are abstracted : 

/Summary Statements from the Year 1842 to 1848, inclusive. 



Yean. 


Taken 
into 


Discharged 
by the 


Summarily 
Disposed of, 


Committed 


Convicted 
and 


Acquitted. 


Bills not 
Found, 




Custody. 


Magistrates. 


or held to 
Bail. 


for Trial. 


Sentenced. 




or not 
Prosecuted. 


1842.... 


65,704 


33,609 


27,664 


4,431 


3,316 


746 


369 


1843.... 


62,477 


31,670 


26,171 


4,636 


3,455 


831 


350 


1844.... 


62,522 


31,347 


26,871 


4,304 


3,126 


812 


366 


1845.... 


59,123 


30,317 


23,890 


4,916 


3,548 


987 


381 


1846.... 


62,834 


31,389 


26,333 


5,112 


3,828 


878 


406 


1847.... 


62,181 


31,572 


24,689 


5,920 


4,551 


917 


452 


1848.... 


64,480 


31,683 


27,274 


5,523 


4,364 


905 


254* 



• Ten to be disposed of at the Spring Assizes, 1849. 



Number of Persons taken into custody by the Metropolitan PoUce, 
each Month of the Year 1848. 





Males. 


Females. 


Total. 




Number. 


Per Cent. 


Number. 


Per Cent. 


Number. 


Per Cent. 




2,916 
3,537 
3,373 
3,116 
3,624 
3,383 
3,732 
3,527 
3,723 
3,899 
4,037 
4,066 


6-8 

8-2 

7-8 

7-2 

8-4 

7-8 

8-6 

8-2 

8-6 

9 

9-3 

9-4 


1,471 
1,739 
1,584 
1,357 
1,876 
1,644 
1,774 
1,735 
1,997 
2,218 
2,047 
2,105 


6-8 
8 

7-3 
6-2 
8-7 
7-6 
8-1 
8 

9-2 

10-2 

9-4 

9-7 


4,387 
5,276 
4,957 
4,473 
5,500 
5,027 
5,506 
5,262 
5,720 
6,117 
6,018 
6,171 


6-8 
8-1 
7-6 
6*9 




May 


8*5 




7-7 
8-5 
8-1 
8-8 
9-4 
9-4 
95 


July 




September .... 


Totals.... 


42,933 


100 


21,547 


100 


64,480 


100 



Of the male prisoners taken into custody no fewer than 1 1,235 
stated themselves to have no trade or occupation; being upwards of 
one fourth of the whole. That 17,518 or nine-tenths of the female 
should make this statement is not eo remarkable. 
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Summary of the Results from each class of Charges, in the Year 1848. 



Offjsitces. 



Taken 
into Cus- 
tody. 



No. I. — Offences against the Person. 



Crown and Government Security Bill 

Murder 

„ Shooting at, Stabbing, Adminial eringPoison, &c. 

„ Cutting and Wounding, with intent, &c 

„ Concealing Births of their Infants 

Manslaughter 

Sodomy 

„ Assaults, with intent to commit, &c 

„ Extorting Money, under Threats, fas 

Bape 

„ Assaults, with intent to commit, fas 

Bestiality 

Bigamy 

Abduction 

Feloniously demanding Money with Menaces 

Assaults, Common . 

„ On Police 

Attempting to rescue from Custody 

Obstructing Police Constables on Duty 

Attempting to Commit Suicide 



No. II. — Offences against Property committed with 
Violence. 



Burglary 

„ attended with Violence to Persons 

Breaking into a Dwelling-house and Stealing 

„ into a Dwelling-house, with intent, &c 

„ within Curtilage of a Dwelling-house and") 
Stealing S 

„ into Shops, Warehouses, Counting-houses, &c. 
Conspiracy to break into Dwelling-house with \ 

intent. &c J 



Robbery . 

„ Accessory before the Fact 

„ „ after the Pact 

„ Assaults, with intent to Rob.. 
Sacrilege 



No.JH. — Offences against Property committed 
without Violence. 

Cattle Stealing 

Horse Stealing 

Sheep Stealing 

Larceny in a Dwelling-bouse to the value of £5.... 

„ in a Dwelling-house 

„ from the Person 

„ by Servants 

„ from Letters containing Bank Notes, Sw 

„ Simple 

Misdemeanors with intent to Steal 

Embezzlement 

Receiving Stolen Goods 

Frauds 

Conspiracy, with intent to defraud 

Dog Stealing 

Pawning Illegally 

Unlawful Possession of Goods 



Discharged 
by the 
Magis- 
trates. 



No. IV. —Malicious Offences against Property. 



Arson 

Trespasses, Malicious 
"Wilful Damage 



Carried forward.. 



96 

11 

34 

9 

13 

1 

36 

34 

10 

28 

1 

6 

5,296 

2,486 

200 

173 

207 



1 

106 

4 



21 

4 

104 

1 

1 

11 

8 



8 

27 

11 

203 

195 

2,378 

561 

18 

7,040 

716 

262 

221 

389 

19 

49 

127 

8,092 



9 

4 

2,794 



27,602 



11 



4 
20 



11 

2 

6 

17 



J.281 
58 



26 
147 



19 
8 



14 
4 



4 

13 

1 

90 

194 

1,740 

178 

4,031 

286 

176 

101 

292 

4 

29 

81 

29 



4 
646 



Summarily 

Convicted 

or Held to 

Bail. 



10,766 



2,906 

2,388 

148 

147 

55 



Com- 
mitted 
for 

Trial. 



409 



20 

96 

5,063 



4 
2,148 



11,381 



13 
11 

67 
7 

14 
7 
7 
1 

25 

82 
4 

11 

1 

5 

109 

39 



90 

1 
87 

1 



7 

4 

100 
1 

1 
6 
5 



4 

14 

10 

113 

1 

647 

388 

18 

8,009 

21 

86 

120 

97 

12 



Con- 
victed 
and Sen- 
tenced. 



4,941 



21 
5 
9 

61 
4 
3 
4 
1 
1 

10 

19 
2 

10 



30 

"i 



69 

1 
74 

1 

2 

7 

3 

74 
1 

1 



2 

12 

6 

93 

1 

489 

324 

16 

2,478 

14 

69 

61 

71 

2 



Ac- 
quitted. 



Bills not 
Found or 
not Pro- 
secuted. 



4,122 



11 
8 
2 

12 
3 

10 
2 
2 

"9 
9 

1 

1 



26 

7 



16 
13 



1 
21 



2 

2 

2 

18 

lis 

58 

1 

408 

2 

14 

61 

22 

6 



1 
1 
4 

"it 

4 
1 

"i 

s 

144 
2 



Si 
S 

45 

6 

1 
IS. 

i 

S 

8 

4 
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The following will be Tried at the Spring Assizes, 1849:— a, Two Males; 8, Three Males; e.TwoMales; 

3, Two Males; «, One Male. 
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Summary' of the Results from each class of Charges in the Year 1848. — Continued. 



Ottznces. 



Taken 
into Cus- 
tody. 



Discharged 
by the 
Magis- 
trates. 



Summarily 

Convicted 

or Held to 

Sail. 



Com- 
mitted 
for 
Trial. 



Con- 
victed 
and Sen- 
tenced. 



Ac- 
quitted. 



Bills no! 
Found oi 
not Pro- 
secuted. 



Brought forward . 



No. V. forgery and Offences against the Currency. 

Forgery and Uttering Forged Instruments 

Coining 

Coin, (Counterfeit,) putting off, uttering, &c 



No. VI. — Offences not included in the above. 
Accessory to Felony before the Fact 

„ after the Fact 

Apprentices, Runaway 

Being at large under Sentence of Transportation ... 

Cruelty to Animals 

Deserting their FamUies 

Deserters .' 

Disorderly Characters 

„ Prostitutes 

Drunkenness 

Drunk and Disorderly Characters 

Endeavouring to obtain Situations byfalse Characters 

Found in Unlicensed Theatres 

Furious Driving 

Gambling 

Keeping Gambling Houses 

Gambling Houses, found in 

Hawking without Licence 

Illicit Distillation 

Indecently exposing the Person 

Keeping Common Brothels 

Mutiny 

Nuisances 

Offences under Metropolitan Police Act, Sewers, &c. 

„ Hackney Carriage Act 

„ Highway and Turnpike Acts 

„ Juvenile Offenders' Act 

„ Railway Acts 

„ Begistered Seamen's Act 

Perjury 

Poaching 

Biot 



Sedition 

Sending a Threatening Letter 

Reputed Thieves 

Smuggling 

Suspicious Characters 

Illegally taking Money for Restoring a Dog.. 
Vagrants 



Total.. 



27,602 



51 

6 

1,041 



1 

7 

76 

3 

133 

172 

239 

4,357 

2,108 

8,392 

8,069 

3 

16 

90 

477 

1 

49 

67 

68 

69 

6 

9 

138 

1,235 

236 

12 

533 



5 

30 

9 

1 

695 

298 

2,959 

3 

5,598 



64,480 



10,776 



16 

1 
872 



41 



77 

23 

2,605 

211 

6,937 

4,568 

"is 

15 



21 
85 
12 
23 



704 
28 



16 



31 
!,256 



2,243 



11,381 



31,683 27,274 



36 

"97 

95 

216 

1,752 
1,897 
1,455 
3,601 



75 
197 



22 
46 
45 



100 
531 



10 



695 
267 
703 

5,365 



4,941 



4 
169 



30 
9 
1 



4,122 



4 
156 



867 



906 
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Table showing the Age, Sex, and Degree of Instruction of the Persons taken 
into Custody, Summarily Disposed of, or Held to Bail, by the Magistrates, 
and Tried and Convicted. 



Taken into Custody ... 

Summarily disposed 1 
of, or Held to Bail I 

Tried and Convicted... 



Under 10 
Years of Age. 


10 Years and 
under 15. 


15 Years and 
under 20. 


20 Years and 
under 26. 


25 Years and 
under 30. 


Male. 


Fern. 


Male. 


Fern. 


Male. 


Fern. 


Male. 


Fein. 


Male. 


Fem. 


312 


72 


3,604 


835 


8,776 


3,518 


9,177 


5,046 


6,322 


4,010 


73 


7 


1,421 


194 


3,921 


1,361 


4,506 


1,907 


8,296 


1,543 


2 




202 


26 


1,033 


218 


919 


248 


432 


181 
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Table showing the Age, Sex, and Degree of Instruction of the Persons taken 
into Custody, Summarily Disposed of, or Held to Sail, by the Magistrates, 
and Tried and Convicted. — (Continued.) 





30 Years and 
under 40. 


40 Years and 
under 50. 


50 Years and 
under 60. 


60 Years & 
upwards. 


Total in the Year 
1848. 




Male. 


Fern. 


Male. 


Fem. 


Male. 


Fem. 


Male. 


Fem. 


Male. 


Fem. 


M, 8c F, 


Taken into Custody ... 

Summarily disposed \ 
of, or Held to Sail ) 

Tried and Convicted... 


7,997 

3,1*1 

418 


4,448 

1,582 

201 


4,272 

1,893 

209 


2,346 
898 
102 


1,661 
789 

82 


890 

307 

37 


812 
310 

28 


587 

122 

25 


42,933 
19,353 
3,826 


21,547 
7,921 
1,038 


64,480 
27,274 
4,364 




DF.GBEB OP INSTRUCTION. 




Neither Bead 
nor Write. 


Read only, 

or Read and "Write 

imperfectly. 


Read and Write 
well. 


Superior 
Instruction. 




Male. 


Female. 


Male. 


Female. 


Male. 


Female. 


Male. 


Female. 


Summarily disposed of, 


} 


14,526 
6,890 


8,442 
3,766 


24,200 
10,857 


12,029 
3,761 


3,218 
1,246 


968 
363 


989 
860 


108 
31 


Tried and Convicted ... 




m 




430 


2,046 




664 




289 


43 




22 


1 



Number of Persons recognized as having been in Custody more than Once for 
Felony, during 1 the last Seven Years. 





TWICE. 


Yean. 


Under 
Ten 

Years. 


Ten 
to 

Fifteen. 


Fifteen 

to 
Twenty. 


Twenty 

to 
Twenty- 
five. 


Twenty- 
five to 
Thirty. 


Thirty 

to 
Forty. 


Forty 

to 
Fifty. 


Fifty 

to 
Sixty. 


Sixty 
and up- 
wards. 


Total 


1842.... 


12 


87 


193 


120 


52 


35 


12 


5 


4 


520 


1843.... 


3 


92 


178 


111 


39 


28 


15 


2 


2 


470 


1844.... 


4 


81 


203 


118 


54 


42 


20 


7 


1 


530 


1845.... 


4 


82 


164 


119 


53 


40 


13 


8 


1 


484 


1846.... 


7 


96 


190 


119 


48 


25 


12 


6 


1 


504 


1847.... 


10 


90 


194 


133 


71 


52 


13 


11 


5 


579 


1848.... 


3 


119 


236 


165 


65 


36 


17 


9 


3 


653 


Total) 
for 7> 


43 


647 


1,358 


885 


382 


258 


102 


43 


17 


3,740 


years.J 























202 



Statistical Account of the 



CAug. 



Number of Persons recognized as having been in Custody more than Once for 
Felony, during the last Seven Years. — Continued. 





THREE TIMES. 


Yeats. 


Under 


Ten 


Fifteen 


Twenty 
to 


Twenty- 


Thirty 


Forty 


Fifty 


Sixty 






Ten 


to 


to 


fire to 


to 


to 


to 


and up- 


Total. 




Tears. 


Fifteen. ' 


twenty. 


Ave. 


Thirty. 


Forty. 


Fifty. 


Sixty. 


wards. 




1842.... 


1 


13 


38 


20 


8 


7 


2 


1 


1 


91 


1843.... 


...* 


19 


39 


25 


5 


3 


.... 




1 


92 


1844.... 


.... 


18 


27 


22 


7 


5 


2 


.... 


1 


82 


1845.... 


4 


24 


32 


17 


8 


9 


3 


1 




98 


1846... 


1 


17 


25 


15 


8 


6 


2 


.... 




74 


1847.... 


1 


22 


56 


28 


11 


8 


4 


1 




131 


1848.... 




15 


51 


33 


16 


10 


1 


1 


i 


128 


Total! 






















for 7} 


7 


128 


268 


160 


63 


48 


14 


4 


4 


696 


years.) 
























FOUR TIMES. 


Tears. 


Under 


Ten 


Fifteen 


Twenty 


Twenty- 


Thirty 


Forty 


Sixty 






Ten 


to 


to 




fire to 


to 


to 


and up- 


Total. 




Years. 


Fifteen. 


Twenty. 


fire. 


Thirty. 


Forty. 


Fifty. 


wards. 




1842.... 


5 


9 


9 


3 




5 


1 




32 


1843.... 




6 


7 


2 


3 


1 






19 


1844.... 


.... 


5 


10 


5 


3 


1 


2 


i 


27 


1845. .. 




2 


11 


4 


3 


1 


• ••• 


.... 


21 


1846.... 


.... 


2 


10 


5 


2 








19 


1847.... 


.... 


4 


6 


1 


7 


i 


1 


.... 


20 


1848...1 




6 


10 


6 


2 


l 






25 


Total) 




















for 7} 


5 


34 


63 


26 


20 


10 


4 


i 


163 


years.) 






















FIVE TIMES AND UPWARDS. 




Tears. 


Ten 


Fifteen 


Twenty 

to 

Twenty. 

five. 


Twenty- 


Thirty 


Forty 




General 
Total. 




to 


to 


fire to 


to 


to 


Total. 






Fifteen. 


Twenty. 


Thirty. 


Forty. 


Fifty. 






1842.... 


5 


5 


4 


1 






15 


658 


1843.... 


2 


4 


1 


1 




i 


9 


590 


1844.... 


3 


3 


2 


.... 


1 


.... 


9 


648 


1845.... 




1 






2 


.... 


3 


606 


1846.... 




1 


2 








3 


600 


1847.... 


1 


•**• 


1 




2 


.... 


4 


734 


1848.... 


2 


2 


2 


.... 


1 


.... 


7 


813 


Total] 


















for 7> 


13 


16 


12 


2 


6 


l 


50 


4649 


years. J 
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Return of the Number of Felonies within the Metropolitan Polite District 
affecting Property, and the Number of Convictions under each head; the 
First Amount of Loss, the Amount Recovered by the Police, and the Total 
Amount of Loss, in the Year 1848. 



Description of Felony. 



Num- 
ber. 



Number 

of 
Persons 
Con- 
victed. 



Amount of Lose. 



First 



Amount 
Received. 



Total 
Loss. 



Burglary 



with violence to 



persons 

Breaking into a dwelling- 
house, &c 

building, shop, &c. 

♦Embezzlement 

♦Forgery 

♦Fraud 

Horse stealing 

Robbery on highway .... 

Sheep stealing 

Cattle stealing 

/Goods, &c, exposed for 

J sale 

I Tools, lead, glass, &c, 
I from unfinished houses 
'Common { From carts or carriages.... 
Linen, &c, exposed to 

dry 

Poultry, &c, exposed in 
an out-house 



In a 
dwelling- 
house, 

&c. 



' By false keys only 

*By lodgers 

*By servants 

By doors being left open 

\*By false messages, &e 

I By lifting up window or 

I breaking glass 

V By means unknown 



f Picking pockets 

\From the J *From drunken persons .... 

person. J From children 

V*By prostitutes 

Larcenies on the Thames 



49 



51 
63 

179 
16 

207 

16 

30 

56 

6 

2,114 

832 
299 

302 

601 

443 
1,481 
1,250 
2,102 

451 

485 
138 

875 
143 
103 
730 
120 



69 

1 

74 

7 

69 

30 

71 

12 

74 
6 
2 

722 

122 
60 

55 

115 

24 
247 
324 
377 

62 

37 
11 

342 
26 
12 

139 

47 



£ 
1,350 



420 
418 

1,184 
121 

1,262 
174 
319 
150 
256 

1,484 

612 
709 

171 

449 

4,568 
3,345 
6,521 
5,656 
2,111 

3,360 
3,423 

1,581 

495 

93 

3,202 
532 
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94 

32 

79 

12 

693 

106 

71 

76 

256 

515 

136 
155 

27 

106 

408 
757 
1,885 
867 
651 

230 
25 

369 
93 
11 

522 
72 



£ 
1,098 



326 
386 
1,805 
109 
569 

68 
248 

74 



969 

476 
554 

144 

343 

4,160 
2,588 
4,636 
4,789 
1,460 

2,130 
3,398 

1,212 

402 

82 

2,680 
460 



Total.. 



13,142 



3,137 



44,666 



8,500 



36,166 



It is evident that the cases marked thus (*) could not have been prevented by 
the Police. 
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Miscellaneous Returns, from the Year 1842 to 1848, inclusive. 



Yearn. 


Number of Persons 
reported to the 
Police as Lost or 

Missing, 

and the number 

Found and Restored 

by the Police. 


Numbf r of Suicides 

Committed, 

and the number Attempted 

and Prevented 

by the Police and others. 


Number of Fires 

reported (Chimneys 

not included), 

and the number 

extinguished by the 

Police before the 

arrival 1 
of the Engines. 


Number of Public Houses 
and Beer Shops 

Summoned by the Police, 
and the number 

Convicted and Dismissed. 


Number of Metropolitan 

Stage and Hackney 
Carriages and Carts sum- 
moned by the Police, 
and the lumbers Convicted 
and Dismissed. 




Reported 
Lost or 

Missing. 


Restored 
by the 
Police, 


Sui- 
cides 
Com- 
mitted. 


Suicides 
attempted, 
prevented 
by Police. 


Suicides 

attempted 

and 

otherwise 
prevented. 


Number 

of 

Fires. 


Number 
extin- 
guished 

by 
Police. 


Con- 
victed. 


Dis- 
missed. 


Total. 


Con- 
victed. 


Dis- 
missed. 


Total. 


1842 
1843 
1844 
1845 
1846 
1847 
1848 


1,179 
1,218 
1,111 
2,201 
2,489 
2,216 
1,866 


623 
623 
543 
1,000 
1,082 
1,111 
1,009 


134 
112 
155 
144 
162 
152 
100 


18 
27 
19 
15 
24 
13 
11 


91 

93 

123 

92 

87 

101 

6/ 


530 
438 
528 
404 
483 
369 
299 


42 
49 
42 
66 
106 
78 
51 


667 
779 
699 
734 
781 
756 
762 


119 

174 
128 
155 
223 
177 
158 


786 

953 

827 
889 
1,004 
933 
920 


1,776 
1,868 
2,220 
1,371 
1,595 
1,590 
1,883 


226 
199 

309 
148 
264 
194 
166 


2,002 
2,058 
2,529 
1,519 
1,858 
1,784 
2,049 



Although some defect in detective ability appears to have ensued 
on the dispersion of the old establishments under the several stipendiary 
magistrates, as was anticipated by Sir F. Eoe* (a defect which it 
has since been endeavoured to remedy,) yet it cannot be doubted 
that this establishment, in the public opinion generally, continues to 
merit the eulogium passed upon it by the Commons' Committee of 
] 834, " viz., that the Metropolitan Police Force, as respects its influ- 
ence in repressing crime, and the security it has given to persons and 
property, is one of the most valuable of modern institutions. And the 
high character of those who now direcj it, and the consequent improve- 
ment in the moral character and discipline of the men, together with 
its successful working in practice, has clearly shown that what, under 
the old police, was considered by the magistrates and the most expe- 
rienced officers as a necessary evil ; viz., flash houses, where the most 
vicious and desperate characters were allowed openly to assemble, 
hardening each other in their career of crime and seducing others, in 
order that they might be more readily secured when an adequate 
reward was offered, and the association of the police-constables with 
low and infamous characters, as a means of obtaining information, is 
not a necessary part of a system which has for its objects, only the 
prevention and detection of crime ; and there is reason to hope that the 
present system may carry into practice, to the utmost extent, every 
measure which can augment the difficulty and multiply obstructions 
in the way of the depredator, as well as every arrangement best 
calculated to diminish the chances of a profitable conversion of property 
when dishonestly obtained, t" 

I have thus sketched the history, constitution, and operations of 
that which I believe to be the best police in the world, in its combi- 
nation of efficiency and discipline, with a moral character which forms 
a new and an important element in such institutions. To secure that 
it shall no longer be an instrument of demoralization, though a great 

* Commons' Report of 1834, p. 15 
t Ibid., pp. 21, 22. 
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improvement, is not, however, sufficient for the age in which we live. 
That it shall have a directly moral influence on the mass of the popu- 
lation, through a general elevation of character in the corps, is no vain 
expectation. It is indeed already exercising such an influence, not- 
withstanding the constant withdrawal of many of the best of its 
members, who are fitted for more lucrative situations in great part by 
the discipline of its ranks, in which they are trained to the discharge 
of an office of considerable severity and some temptation, in which 
courage, fidelity, patience, and discretion, are perpetually demanded, 
under the most immediate penalties, and with a result, in the Metro- 
politan, if not in the City police, which is, on the whole, highly 
satisfactory. 

In my own present avocations, as an Inspector of Schools, I am 
struct with the importance of this fact, in looking out for some assist- 
ance to enable the ragged schools, which make an aggressive movement 
upon the most abandoned youth of our large towns, more effectivo to 
the design which they pursue. The ragged-school movement ia 
simply a recommencement of the mission, which Baikes began in 1781, 
at Gloucester, by Sunday schools ; the ragged Sunday schools (and 
most of the ragged schools are still such) having led, however, more 
rapidly than in the former instance, to the establishment also of day 
schools on the same plan. Unfortunately, in the case of the latter, 
which have to be conducted, not by a sufficient number of gentle yet 
enthusiastic voluntary teachers, but by a hired agency, during the 
hours of attendance that are common to other schools, it is not always 
borne in mind that if they be not at least equal in moral and intellectual 
resources to the pay schools of the poorer classes generally, they promise 
to become, instead of a benefit, the instrument of great injury, by 
bringing children from the latter into ill-disciplined association with 
the most depraved. But even where such is not the case, and the best 
ragged Day and Sunday schools have done their utmost, it will still be 
"evident to all men," in the words of the Citizens' Memorial to 
Edward VI., " that beggary and thievery do abound ;" since there will 
still be a vagrant class selfishly using up their children merely as the 
companions and instruments of their vagabondage; "for there is as 
great a difference," say the First Ordinances of Bridewell in 1557, ia 
terms which three centuries have not in the least invalidated, "between 
a poor man and a beggar as is between a true man and a thief. The 
poor man is he whom age or sickness oppresseth, or by losses or 
otherwise is beaten to the ground with necessity, which doth labour 
willingly to gain that which may be gotten so long as power and 
strength will serve. The beggar is the contrary; one who never 
yieldeth himself to any good exercise, but continually traVaileth in 
idleness, training such youth as cometh to his or their custody to the 
same wickedness of life." For these, Bridewell was instituted, and our 
gaols must still provide : but for " the youth which cometh to their 
custody," no sufficient provision ever was nor is yet made; for though 
the ragged -schools make a direct movement at this class, its very 
vagrancy eludes their influence. They will raise up the widow's 
children and those of the poor, "beaten down with necessity" to the 
lowest depths of physical privation and moral depression, but will not 
reclaim the " outer barbarians " perpetually hanging and preying npon 
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the lower frontiers of civilized society, to the injury of the honestly 
poor quite as much as to the annoyance of the luxuriously rich. 
These will reject no help but that which the honest man often seeks 
in vain — education, to enable his child to do without help. And it is 
the children of this class whom society is inevitably doomed to support, 
while it slowly grinds them down, by its gigantic and undiscriminating 
agency for the supposed repression of crime. 

This obviously is a subject of police, but not of police only ; and 
it becomes a question, which the ragged-school approaches only on one 
side, whether it would not be more economical, and infinitely more 
beneficial to society at large, to take all the children from 10 to 15 
years of age found repeatedly begging or stealing, give them a brief 
training in some "house of occupations" on the plans of the Philan- 
thropic Society, and then deport them to some of the colonies ; thus 
simply assuming the duty of parentage where natural parents showed 
their incompetency to its discharge. If this privation of their children 
prove not to be punishment enough for them, while it is the salvation 
of the young people themselves, it will be time enough then to impose 
some fine upon them, in part defrayal of their children's maintenance, 
Or imprisonment on neglect of its payment, especially if there should 
be any symptom of the plan encouraging vagabondage for the express 
purpose of getting rid of the children, which is not very likely, 
because at this age they are ceasing to be burthensome, and beginning to 
be useful for honest as well as for dishonest purposes. The City of 
London strengthened their colonization of Ulster by similar means two 
centuries and a half ago, under the same pressure ; and its recurrence 
finds us just as able to carry out the like purpose with respect to other 
lands, which are now, in effect, no more distant than the North of 
Ireland was at that period. I am convinced, in fact, that neither 
ragged-schools nor courts of justice, alone and severally, can grapple 
with the rising flood of this disorder, but that jointly they may accom- 
plish a great and a saving work, with sufficient moral security against 
mischief to the general economy of society, and in a manner consistent 
with the humanity of the age. It would be easy to enlarge upon this 
plan, to show the numbers to which it would apply, to disproye the 
force of its economical objections, and to show the gain to the poor as 
well as to the rich by " ragged-schools " on such a plan and scale. 

A glance at the preceding table of the ages of those who come into 
the hands of the Metropolitan Police, and are brought before its 
Magistrates, will show that upwards of one-fourth of the whole number 
summarily disposed of are under twenty years of age, while upwards of 
one-third of those tried and convicted are of this juvenile class, and 231 
of them mere children, under fifteen years of age. Under such cir- 
cumstances, is it not, at all events, a fair subject of investigation 
whether the possession of a police such as ours, and the improvements 
which are being effected in our institutions of primary and industrial 
education, do not dictate some more economical and advantageous mode 
of dealing with a stream of a few hundreds of young professional 
vagrants, than that which is at present exhibited by our enormous 
gaol and convict establishments, all handing them forward in a fatal 
career of renewed plunder upon society, and final destruction to 
themselves. 
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Whatever may be the legal provisions made for a public service in 
this country, philanthrophy and private enterprise will still find 
something unprovided for, or ill accomplished ; and in the department 
of police, the Mendicity Society, tbe Society for the Suppression of V\ce, 
and others, exercise functions -which it would be very instructive to 
investigate, in connexion with the Charities of the Metropolis, but 
which are beyond the scope of our present inquiry. 



Proceedings of the Census Committee of the Statistical Society of 
London, 1850. 

"A subject which will demand the immediate attention of the 
Council now to be appointed," states the Annual Report, read to the 
Society on the 15th of March, " is the Census of the Population to be 
taken in 1851. In the year previous to the last Census, in 1841, a 
committee of this Society was appointed to collect and digest the 
experience of every civilized country in such labours, and its report 
(contained in the third volume of your Journal, p. 72) is of a character 
to form even yet a consistent basis for the suggestion of further im- 
provements. The immediate effect of its production was to cause the 
Government to withdraw the bill actually before the House of Com- 
mons for taking the Census in the old methods, by the agency of the 
overseers, each acting according to his own best and very imperfect 
discretion, in the production of a gross result, to the accuracy of which 
he had to swear, without the skill to ensure it. A bill drawn np on 
the plan contained in your Committee's report was then substituted, 
and became law. Under this statute, the materials of the last census 
were collected through the agency of the Registrars of Births, Deaths, 
and Marriages, in schedules somewhat diminished from those proposed 
in our Committee's report, and transferred for abstraction to a central 
office. The general scheme of the labour will not admit of any such 
fundamental change as was suggested ten years ago ; but the items to 
be collected in the schedule, and yet more, the extent and construction 
of the abstracts to be deduced from them, and published for public use, 
are subjects of a solicitude which the experience of the last Census has 
only tended to augment. Already this matter has been the subject of 
an interesting paper by the Rev. E. W. Edgell, read before the Society 
in its monthly meeting of the 20th of November, 1848 ; and a second 
paper by the same gentleman, containing an important suggestion for 
the preservation and consolidation of the existing parish register 
records, is of kindred interest, and formed the subject of an interesting 
discussion in the ordinary meeting of the 19th of November last." 

Accordingly, a Committee was appointed by a resolution of the 
Council on the 13th of April, 1850, to the effect that a Census Com- 
mittee be appointed to consist of the following :— 



The Right Honourable The Earl of 

Harrowby 
Sir J. P. Boileau, Bart. 
Lieut-Col. W. H. Sykes 
Mr. Slaney, M.P. 
Mr. Tooke 
The Rev. E. W. Edgell 



Mr. Fair 
Mr. Noison 
Mr. Danson 
Mr. Porter 
Mr. Fletcher 
Dr. Guy 
Mr. Oswald. 



